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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 
 

How quickly a year passes again! The Governors take this opportunity to outline the 
responsibilities of the Governing Body in the discharge of their duties. 

 
Much of the life of the school, its statistics and achievements are listed in the report. 

The work of the Governing Body continues to operate through Standing Advisory 
Committees. I, as chairman, wish to thank my colleagues for their support and 

commitment throughout the past year. 
 

The report also gives me the public forum to thank the Headteacher and the whole 
staff for their unfailing dedication to the education of our children. 

 
Most sincerely, I thank you, our parents. Your co-operation in all the school asks of 

you is gratifying. 
 

Bryntirion Comprehensive School has a great future. It is indeed a school to be proud 
of, where every student is helped to achieve their full potential, for their own future 
and the future of our community. Working together - staff, parents, governors and 

students - we can all face with enthusiasm the challenges which lie ahead. 
 

Revd. Canon E. Evans 
Chair of Governors 

Bryntirion Comprehensive School 
Merlin Crescent 

Cefn Glas 
Bridgend 

CF31 4QR 
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 GOVERNING BODY OF BRYNTIRION COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
 
  Termination Date 

LEA Representatives  

Mr J Lewis 18/02/23 

Mr I Dowie 17/06/23 

Cllr J P Blundell 02/10/21 

Cllr C Green 19/06/23 

Vacancy  

  

Community  

Mrs C Clark (VC) 25/01/21 

Mrs J Cleaton 04/02//23 

Mr P Sawtell 05/10/21 

Mrs C Goldsworthy 16/05/22 

Rev Canon E J Evans (C) 30/09/20 
  

Parent  

Mrs S Bimson 27/03/23 

Mr G Clifford 15/11/20 

Mrs P Evans 15/11/20 

Mrs R Pratchett 28/09/22 

Mr I Roberts 15/11/20 

Mrs S E Vaughan-Williams 15/11/20 
  

Staff  

Mrs A John 04/10/21 
  

Teachers  

Mrs J Walker 20/05/22 

Mrs C Herbert 15/05/23 
  

Headteacher  

Mr R Pawar  
  

Associate Members 
Lloyd Smith - Head Boy 
Lili Workman - Head Girl 

 

Arrangements are in place for elections/appointments of governors as/when the 
need arises.  



  
 

GOVERNING BODY OF BRYNTIRION COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
 

Governors’ Functions 
 

The Governing Body meets regularly to consider issues underpinning the effective running of the 
school. Half-termly meetings are supplemented by regular meetings of sub-committees covering 
issues such as: 

 
Finance  
Standards and Curriculum 
Staffing 
Appointments 
Pay Review 
Performance Management 
 
The Headteacher distributes a written report prior to each meeting for discussion and minutes of all 
meetings are available from the school.  
 
Governors frequently participate in training and other seminars and courses and in the many 
functions organised by the school. We are fortunate to have such a dedicated and committed group 
of Governors who take an active interest in all aspects of the life and work of the school.   
 
The most recent Estyn report states that the governing body Governors understand their roles well, 
and provide a clear sense of direction for the school. They know its strengths and weaknesses, the 
departments and subjects that perform well and those that are not performing to the high standards 
required. The standards committee provides effective challenge to departments. Governors 
understand and use data very well to effectively support and challenge the school on its 
performance.  
 
 
A Financial Report for 2018.19 can be found in the appendix to this report. Governors have a key 
responsibility to ensure that this school makes the most effective use of the resources it is allocated.  
 
The school prospectus was issued to prospective parents in September 2019 and there have been 
minor adjustments since its publication.   
 
No resolutions were passed at last year’s annual meeting  



 Information for Parents 
This report is a summary of the steps taken by the Governing Body in the 
discharge of its functions during the period of the Autumn Term 2018 to the 
Summer Term 2019. 
 
In accordance with the requirement of Section 20 of the 1986 Education Act, the Governors will 
make arrangements, via the Headteacher, for any information not included in this report to be made 
available to parents during the ensuing academic year. 
 
The school prospectus is revised annually and available to all new and prospective parents. 
The Authority’s Curriculum Statement is available for inspection at the school upon arrangement 
with the Headteacher. 

 
1. Context 
Bryntirion Comprehensive is an 11-18 mixed, purpose built community school maintained by 
Bridgend Unitary Authority. The school serves the western parts of Bridgend. There are 1214 pupils 
on roll, including 179 in the sixth form.  Around 12.2% of pupils are eligible for free school meals 
which is below the national average of 16.5%. Around 12% of pupils live in the 20% most deprived 
areas in Wales. Most pupils are from a White/British background. Very few pupils are from other 
ethnic groups and around 1.3% of pupils speak English as an additional language. Very few pupils 
are fluent Welsh speakers. Approximately 19% of pupils have special educational needs. The 
percentage of pupils who have a statement of special educational need is 1.5% and is also lower 
than the national average of 2.2%. There is a communication resource base for pupils with Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder attached to the school. Pupils who attend the resource base are included within 
the school roll and fully integrated into the life of the school. 
 
The school’s curriculum complies with all Welsh Government legislation across Key Stage 3 & 4 and 
the sixth form. The language of instruction is English although the school has extensive provision for 
pupils to study Welsh. It is compulsory for all pupils to study Welsh to GCSE and post-16 pupils are 
able to study the language as an option subject. Bryntirion has a Learning Resource Base.  
 

2. Parents’ Meeting with the Governing Body 
Statutory regulations provide for the opportunity for parents to convene a meeting with the school’s 
Governing Body, for up to three times during any academic year. For such a meeting to take place, 
over 10% of parents will need to make this request. 
 
If you wish to request for a parents’ meeting with the Governing Body to be convened, please make 
your request in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the school, or by email to:- 
admin.bryntirioncomp@bridgend.gov.uk 
 
Please note this Annual Report is also available on the school website. 
 

3. Staffing 
As of 15th January 2019 there were 1214 pupils on the roll of Bryntirion Comprehensive School with 
a staffing complement of Headteacher, 70 assistant teachers and16 Learning Support Staff. 
 
The Governors made the following appointments during the academic year:- 
G Parry - Science Teacher 
N Phillips - Science Teacher 
J Salles - Health & Social Care/English Teacher 
L Rowe - Head of Skills Challenge 
E Edry - Mathematics Teacher 
C Rudall - Physical Education Teacher 
K Filby-John - Learning Support Officer 
J Groves - Learning Support Officer 
V Howells - Learning Support Officer 
L Hillman - IT Technician 
 



 The following staff left employment this academic year:- 
N Bevan 
E Hazell 
R King 
N Ashton 
D Rees 
 

4. School Policies 
The Governing Body has a range of policies, covering staffing, curriculum and management  in 
place. These documents which are subjected to regular monitoring and review are available at the 
school. There is a specific policy detailing the arrangements for pupils with Additional Learning 
Needs (ALN).  

 
5. Curriculum  
This is the means by which the aims and objectives of the school are delivered. A copy of the 
school’s curriculum policy is available to parents. An outline of the curriculum is produced in the 
school prospectus which is published in July, and this is extended in the options booklet for Year 8 
and Year 11 parents in January each year.  
 
In Years 7 – 8 students followed the National Curriculum studying English, Maths, Science, Welsh, 
RE, PE, Health and Wellbeing, Art, Design and Technology, French, Geography, History, ICT and 
Music. 
 
In Years 9 – 11 all students followed English, Maths, Science, WBQ and PE courses. In addition 
they can select from a wide range of options, details of which are available on in the Year 8 booklet 
or on the school’s website. 
 
At GCSE, pupils are able to take modular exams in certain subjects throughout Years 10 and 11 
with controlled tasks, undertaken under the supervision of the teacher. In some GCSE subjects and 
all assessment is completed at the end of the course. In subjects other than GCSE (such as BTEC ), 
other assessment arrangements are in place.  
 
Similar arrangements are available post –16 for pupils in Years 12 and 13. 
 
We try to ensure that our courses and the combination of courses studied by our pupils enable them 
to make progress into further and higher education. We do not construct our curriculum in order to 
improve the school’s profile and we are very pleased that nearly all pupils progressed to further 
education or work in 2019. 
 
We feel we offer our pupils a wide and varied curriculum at all key stages but we are, as always, 
looking for ways of developing. Our aim is to ensure that all our pupils are provided with learning 
pathways which are suited to their interests and career aspirations. However, we realise that a 
traditional academic curriculum based on GCSEs is not necessarily suitable for all pupils, and have 
amended aspects of own curriculum to ensure it is broad and balanced enough to meet all pupils’ 
needs. 
 
6. School Toilet Facilities 
The school’s toilet facilities are cleaned on a daily basis to ensure that they are of a high standard 
and are regularly inspected by the school cleaning staff and caretaker for hygiene and cleanliness. 
The school caretaking staff ensure that the facilities are kept to a high standard. They repair and 
refresh the exteriors of many buildings; this work has brightened the school considerably. Our 
grounds maintenance contractors have worked well to ensure the school grounds are attractive and 
well maintained. 
 
The most recent Estyn report states that there are good facilities for physical education and sports, 
and the school grounds are secure and well maintained. There are ample information technology 
learning resources and pupils have enough books and equipment to do their work.  



 7. Facilities for the Disabled 
The Governors seek to comply with all guidelines regarding provision of education for disabled 
pupils. A lift is available for wheelchair users, providing full access to the whole school site. From 
September 2003, Bryntirion has worked in partnership with the Local Authority to provide a base for 
pupils with communication disorder difficulties. 
 
The school’s Admissions Policy and Equal Opportunities Policy together with the Accessibility Plan 
contain further details on the arrangements for pupils with disabilities. 

 
8. Strategic Equality Plan 
From April 2012 the Bryntirion Strategic Equality Plan (updated October 2016) was written by the 
Governing Body to identify how we are fulfilling our strong commitment to equality and inclusion 
within the school. These objectives will be reviewed in the academic year 2019-20 
 

9. School Inspection October 2016 
The school and Governors continue to address the recommendations of the ESTYN Inspectors 
following the successful inspection of October 2016 (Estyn Report available on school website). 
 
The recommendations in this report are as follows: 
 
R1 Improve the quality of written feedback to pupils and their response to it  
R2 Improve arrangements to develop pupils' Welsh language skills  
 
Pupils of Bryntirion Comprehensive enjoy many sporting activities and have achieved success in a 
number of sports.  
 

10. The Welsh Language 
In our curriculum planning, we take into consideration Welsh Government policy, objectives and 
guidelines as identified in documents such as ‘Our Language: Its Future’, ‘Iaith Pawb’.  GCSE Welsh 
is allotted generous curriculum time and all pupils study Welsh to age 16, leading to good outcomes. 
 
A wide range of curricular and extracurricular activities effectively contributes to the development of 
the Cwricwlwm Cymreig, including Eisteddfodau and residential courses.  Pupils participate in a high 
quality Eisteddfod which brings together curricular aspects of the Welsh dimension.  
 
Transition cluster arrangements are good with regular meetings taking place to ensure consistency 
in approach and in teacher assessment. 
 

11. The sporting aims of Bryntirion are: 

To encourage and support every pupil to participate in and enjoy sport and to encourage skill 
and prowess at all levels. 

Bryntirion continues to excel at sporting and cultural activities. We are proud that many of our 
children actively participate in a wide range of sporting and other enhanced learning activities. All 
pupils receive 2 lessons of PE every week as part of the taught curriculum. Pupils opting for GCSE 
PE or BTEC Sport receive an additional 5 lessons. The school has an extensive range of extra-
curricular sporting activities delivered by the teaching team. Full details can be obtained from the 
school. 

 
 
 

 
 



 The Future at Bryntirion Comprehensive School 
We are absolutely delighted with the Estyn inspection report from October 2016. With overall 
judgements of ‘Excellent’ for current performance and ‘Excellent’ for prospects for improvement,    
we are extremely pleased of the recognition received. It is an exciting time at Bryntirion and we are 
proud of the achievements of all our students. The future is bright and we will continue to strive to 
improve further and ensure all pupils at Bryntirion continue to thrive and succeed in all aspects of 
school life. 
 
The School Improvement Plan focuses on six strategic objectives: 
 
1. STRATEGY FOR IMPROVING STANDARDS 
2. STRATEGY FOR PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
3. STRATEGY FOR OUTSTANDING PROVISION AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
4. STRATEGY FOR POSITIVE ATTITIUDES TO LIFE AND LEARNING 
5. STRATEGY FOR INCLUSIVE CARE SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE 
6. STRATEGY FOR IMPROVING LEADERSHIP AND RESOURCES FOR LEARNING 
 
 
The school regularly and routinely reviews progress in relation to these objectives.  Evaluation of 
progress at regular intervals is discussed with the Governing Body, Local Authority and Central 
South Consortium. 
 
The latest National Categorisation of Schools by Welsh Government (January 2018) gave Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School an ‘A’ rating for Improvement Capacity and Yellow categorisation overall. 
Full details on school performance are available at www.mylocalschool.wales.gov.uk. We are very 
focused on ensuring that the school continues to improve and sustain the levels of excellence 
achieved.  

 
School Terms and Holiday Dates for 2019/20 Academic Year 

 Term Begins 
Half Term  

Starts 
Half Term  

Ends  
Term Ends 

Autumn 2019 
Monday 

2nd September 
Monday 

28th
 
October 

Friday 
1st November 

Friday 
20th December 

Spring 2020 
Monday   

6th January 
Monday 

17th February 
Friday  

21st February 
Friday 

3rd April 

Summer  
2020 

Monday  
20th April  

Monday 
25th May 

Friday 
29th May 

Monday 
20th July 

The Headteacher is given the discretion to choose the five in-service staff days  
(and any additional allocations). 

May Day Bank Holiday - Friday 8th May 2020 



 BRYNTIRION COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
Financial Statement 2018.19 

   

Expenditure   

Employee Costs 4,548,248.49 4,548,248.49 
   

Premises Related Costs   

Repairs, Building Work, Kitchen & Pool Maintenance 58,659.50  

Grounds Maintenance 6,753.57  

Cleaning & Refuse Collection 17,000.59  

Services: Gas, Electricity & Water 118,070.15  

Rates 109,482.00  

 309,965.81 309,965.81 

   

Supplies & Services   

Examination Fees 164,998.86  

Telephone & Postage 5,618.59  

Equipment (including leased) 93,496.82  

Services (H&S, Alarms, SLAs) 96,499.14  

Payments re School Meals 248,483.64  

Department Allowances, College Links, P.E. & Transport 195,101.11  

Staff Development 84,924.02  

Distinctive School Clothing Grant 11,400.00  

Furniture & Fittings 4,410.15  

Pupil Clawbacks 10,658.74  

Sundry Payments 37,350.13  

Insurance 15,579.61  

 968,520.81 968,520.81 

   

Total Payments  5,826,735.11 

   

Income   

Government Grants 250,879.30  

School Meals 236,170.03  

Hire of School Premises 61,875.50  
Other Income 188,927.86  

Formula Allocation 5,116,626.42  

Underspend from 2017-2018 105,701.00  
 5,960,180.11  

   

Total Income  5,960,180.11 
   

   
Balance Carried Forward to 2019-2020  133,445.00 
   



 

Pupils in Year 11            

       

  Number of pupils in Year 11 who were on roll in January 2019: 160 

  
Average points  

 

   

  

Capped 9  
measure  
(interim) 

Literacy  
measure 

Numeracy 
measure 

Science 
measure 

Welsh Baccalaureate 
Skills Challenge 

Certificate measure 

School 2018/19 390 43 43 43 35 

LA Area 2018/19 .. 40 37 36 .. 

Wales 2018/19 .. 39 37 37 .. 

School 17/18/19 .. 42 42 43 .. 

School 16/17/18 .. .. .. .. .. 

       

  Number of boys in Year 11 who were on roll in January 2019 : 94  
  

Average points score per boy: 
  

  

Capped 9  
measure  
(interim) 

Literacy  
measure 

Numeracy 
measure 

Science 
measure 

Welsh Baccalaureate 
Skills Challenge 

Certificate measure 

School 2018/19 368 40 41 40 31 

LA Area 2018/19 .. 37 37 35 .. 

Wales 2018/19 .. 36 36 35 .. 

School 17/18/19 .. 40 42 41 .. 

School 16/17/18 .. .. .. .. .. 

       
  Number of girls in Year 11 who were on roll in January 2019 : 66  

  
Average points score per girl: 

  

  

Capped 9  
measure  
(interim) 

Literacy  
measure 

Numeracy 
measure 

Science 
measure 

Welsh Baccalaureate 
Skills Challenge 

Certificate measure 

School 2018/19 423 48 46 48 41 

LA Area 2018/19 .. 42 37 37 .. 

Wales 2018/19 .. 42 38 38 .. 

School 17/18/19 .. 45 43 45 .. 

School 16/17/18 .. .. .. .. .. 

      

(1) For details on approved qualifications, point scores and contribution to thresholds, please see the Qualifications Wales 
website (QiW) at https://www.qiw.wales/ 

(2) For details on the caluculation of these indicators please see the guidance note at:                                                  
https://gov.wales/interim-key-stage-4-school-performance-arrangements 

.. Data not available 

Bryntirion Comprehensive 

Summary of School Performance 



 
Bryntirion Comprehensive 

Summary of School Performance (1) 

Pupils aged 17                 

          

  
Number of pupils aged 17 
who were on roll in 

 
Number of boys aged 17 
who were on roll in 

 
Number of girls aged 17 
who were on roll in 

    

  
January 
2019: 114   January 2019: 49   January 2019: 65 

  

Achieved the 
Level 3 threshold 

Average wider 
points score 

  
Achieved the Level 

3 threshold 
Average wider 
points score 

 
Achieved the Level 

3 threshold 
Average wider 
points score 

School 2018/19 96 687  91 592  100 758 

LA Area 2018/19 98 697  97 606  99 772 

Wales 2018/19 98 734  97 682  98 777 

School 17/18/19 99 722  97 653  100 778 

School 16/17/18 100 814  99 785  100 843 

 Achieved 3 or 
more A level 

grades A*-A or 
equivalent 

Achieved 3 or 
more A level 

grades A*-C or 
equivalent 

Achieved 3 or 
more A level 

grades A*-A or 
equivalent 

Achieved 3 or 
more A level 

grades A*-C or 
equivalent 

Achieved 3 or 
more A level 

grades A*-A or 
equivalent 

Achieved 3 or more 
A level grades A*-C 

or equivalent 

School 2018/19 15 55 17 40 13 66 

LA Area 2018/19 11 52 8 41 13 60 

Wales 2018/19 13 58 11 50 14 63 

School 17/18/19 14 58 15 45 13 68 

School 16/17/18 11 54 11 48 11 61 

(1) For details on approved qualifications, point scores and contribution to thesholds, please see Qualification Wales website (QiW) at 
https://www.qiw.wales/ 

 
 



 SCHOOL TARGETS 2020-22 

 
 
 

KEY STAGE 3 2020 2021 2022 

Total number of pupils in cohort 207 218 205 

English % Level 5 and above 96% 96% 96% 

Mathematics % Level 5 and above 95% 95% 95% 

Science % Level 5 and above  96% 96% 96% 

KEY STAGE 4 2020 2021 2022 

Total number of pupils in cohort 229 171 207 

Pupils achieving the Level 1 threshold 100% 100% 100% 

Pupils achieving the Level 2 threshold,      
including a GCSE pass at C or above in 
English or Welsh first language and          
Mathematics 

70% 71% 72% 

Capped 9 380 391 395 

Pupils leaving school without achieving any 
approved qualification 

0 0 0 

WHOLE SCHOOL 2020 2021 2022 

Attendance target for the academic year 96.0 96.0 96.0 



 SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
English Department - Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks Competition 
Congratulations and well done to the competitors who took part in the Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks 
Public Speaking Competition. Whilst we had three teams in the race, there was only room for two to 
go through to the second round, and we fought off tough competition from CCYD, taking two spots in 
the next round of the competition. Well done to our Intermediate speakers - Caitlin Richards, 
Benjamin Fisher and Nicole Rowlands and to our Senior speakers Caitlyn Jones, Aaeron Giboney 
and Rhia Gould. 
 
@ Bristol Trip 
Pupils who attended the trip were a credit to the school. They were exceptionally well behaved and 
actively participated during the brain lab workshop and ‘Launch It’ show. The pupils were really 
positive about the trip, some saying the exhibitions were the best, others preferring the ‘Launch It’ 
show. In summary, it was a great day out and we look forward to going again next year.  
 
RE Department - Poland Visit 
45 pupils from Years 10 - 13 visited Krakow over February half term with the Religious Education 
department. The visit included a powerful meeting with a survivor of Auschwitz who was only a small 
child when she was imprisoned in the notorious Birkenhau camp. Mrs Lydia Rose was from a 
communist family and was taken to the children's barracks at the age of 3. The pupils learnt how 
difficult life was for Lydia in being separated from her mother at such a young age. The pupils were 
shown the six number tattoo that she was forced to have. As a child she was frightened and lonely in 
the overcrowded hut and she had to share a bunk with 10 other children. The only clear memory that 
she has of her mother now is that of her mother's hands rather than her face as her mother made 
every effort to get food to her each day and that is what she focused on was the hands that fed her. 
Lydia told the pupils that she had met the infamous Dr Mengele who the children nicknamed the 
angel of death because of his many experiments with many of the children there.  
 
The pupils then visited Auschwitz the next day and came upon a typical hut that the children would 
have lived in at that time. The pupils were in awe of meeting one of the last few remaining survivors 
of the Holocaust and they commented that they would never forget this life changing experience. 
The pupils showed the utmost respect and maturity throughout this difficult visit and they will go back 
to Bryntirion and present assemblies to the rest of the school so the 1.1 million lives that were taken 
at Auschwitz will never be forgotten! 
 
Art Department - Paris Visit 
The Art Department trip to Paris was a huge success, all pupils were very well behaved and 
represented the school respectfully. The purpose of the trip was to visit some of the worlds finest art 
galleries and for pupils to immerse themselves in Parisian culture. A chance to get pupils to observe 
art in the context of a gallery such as the Louvre is an experience that is not easily forgotten. During 
the trip pupils gathered resources for their GCSE and A-Level portfolios, through photography, 
sketches and written notations. This will help them develop all assessment objectives, especially for 
those who have just started their Year 11/13 exam portfolios. 
  
They set off from Bryntirion travelling overnight, arriving at Disneyland Paris the following morning. 
The weather was amazing and the pupils had a fabulous day, topped off with the spectacular Disney 
illuminations. The second day of the trip saw them visit the Lourve and the Musee d'Orsay. Nothing 
could prepare pupils for the sheer size of the Louvre. These galleries have an impressive and wide 
range of artistic styles and mediums on display. A personal highlight being the Impressionist 
collection at the Musee d'Orsay with works from Monet, Manet,  Degas and Seurat. 
  
The third day started at Monmartre with a visit to the Sacre Cour Basilica. This is situated in an old 
town on top of a hill with spectacular views and full of art and Parisian café culture. From here they 
travelled to the Eifel Tower and took a boat trip along the river Sienne, the weather was glorious and 
gave pupils a chance to see the City in all its glory. The next stop was the Montparnasse Tower 
which is over 360ft in the air. From the observation deck you have a 360 degree view of  



 the city and on a day clear day you can see for miles. The views were breath taking.  The group 
finished the afternoon off with a visit to the Arc de Triomphe at sunset 
  
We cannot commend the pupils behaviour enough, they were great ambassadors for the school and 
a pleasure to take.  
 
Senior Ski Trip to Lake Placid 
During February Half Term, 21 pupils travelled to Lake Placid in New York for the senior ski trip to 
America. Pupils were supervised by Mark Evans, Craig Jones and Hannah Bailey. Lake Placid held 
the 1980 Winter Olympic Games so there were many historic features for pupils to visit such as the 
ski jumping area and museum. The temperature was very cold at times but there was plenty of snow 
to make great skiing conditions. All pupils made fantastic progress under the close supervision of 
their ski instructors. A highlight of the trip was the bobsled experience in Lake Placid where pupils 
reached speeds of 60mph down a track supervised by a driver and brakes person. 
 
After 4 days of skiing pupils visited New York where they had a guided tour of the city seeing some 
iconic buildings and landmarks. These included the Statue of Liberty, Top of the Rock, Times 
Square, Ground Zero and many more! Trip leader Mark Evans commented that; ‘Pupils’ behaviour 
was exceptional throughout and it was a pleasure to lead such a fantastic trip!’. 
 
Musical Showcase 
The Musical Showcase on March 27

th
 was a resounding success, with a wide variety of  talent from 

across the school on display. These included dancers, solo singers, vocal ensembles, instrumental 
ensembles and extracts from musicals fully performed in costume. The Performing Arts Club 
featured, with approximately 80 pupils on stage!  
 
History Department – WWI Battlefield Visits. 
47 pupils from Year 9 visited Belgium and France in March with the History Department. The trip 
included visiting many sites of historical importance. They started by visiting Lijssenthoek Cemetery 
where they explored the causes of the Great War, 1914 battles, the ethos of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC); the role of the empire troops and women in the Great War. The 
group paid their respects to Nellie Spindler, a nurse who sadly lost her life whilst trying to save men 
on the front line. From there they moved on to Hill 62 – Sanctuary Wood and gained an 
understanding of the development of trench warfare; the use of ground, trench construction, daily 
routine, technology, problems with trench fighting. Pupils had the chance to explore the remains of 
the trenches. They finished the first day by attending the daily service held at the Menin Gate, Ypres, 
where six pupils representing the school and the local air cadet laid wreaths on our behalf. 
 
The following day they group made their way to the Somme for another very busy day.  Their first 
stop was Sheffield Memorial Park where tjey gained an understanding of the Battle of the Somme, 
Kitchener’s Army and the makeup of the Pals Battalions. Pupils gained an insight of what it was like 
to go ‘over the top on July 1

st
 1916. The group also visited the Newfoundland Memorial Park and 

looked at the preserved trench system which is still in existence. They also visited Mametz Wood, an 
area which the 38

th
 Division of the British Army, which mainly consisted of soldiers from Wales, were 

ordered to attack on the 7-14
th
 July 1916 which unfortunately was to be one of the deadliest battles 

of the Somme. Once again our pupils laid a wreath on the school’s behalf. They went on to visit 
Lochnagar Crater, the largest crater from the war and gained an understanding of mine warfare and 
the role some Welsh miners played in this type of warfare. The final stop of the day was Thiepval 
Memorial to the Missing, where the group reflected on the enormity of the number of casualties. 
 
On the final day the group visited Poperinghe to gain an understanding of military discipline. They 
visited a punishment cell and execution post and visited the grave of Pte Peaceful. From there they 
travelled to Essex Farm CWGC an advanced dressing station, where they gained further 
understanding of the treatment of casualties both allied and German.  
 
The pupils showed the upmost respect and maturity throughout the visit. Their behaviour and 
enthusiasm was superb. They were true ambassadors to the school and community. 
 



 Junior Ski Trip to Italy - Easter 2019 
During the Easter holidays a group of 80 pupils from Year’s 8 and 9 went on the annual Junior Ski 
Trip to Italy. The pupils were accompanied by ten members of staff. They stayed in the lovely town 
of Bormio, which was only a 5 minute drive from the ski slopes. All the pupils were in ski lessons and 
by the end of the week they had all made huge progress. The majority of pupils had never skied on 
snow before and it was great to see the improvements they made in only 5 days on the slopes. 
There are lots of photographs and videos on the Bryntirion PE Twitter and Facebook pages. During 
the evening the pupils took part in a number of activities, including – swimming, a quiz, disco and a 
pizza night. The behaviour of the pupils was exemplary throughout the week and they were a credit 
to the school.  
 
Geography Department - 2019 Trip to Rome  
The Geography department took 40 pupils to visit various locations in Rome and Naples. They met 
Friday evening and travelled through to Gatwick catching a very early flight to Rome, this gave them 
a full day on Saturday to explore the romantic and classical areas of central Rome including the 
Spanish steps and the Trevi Fountain. 
 
Palm Sunday saw the group cross central Rome visiting a number of the most famous sites as their 
guide took them to the Piazza Navona Via the Pantheon and the Castell Sant’ Angelo. The group 
spent the afternoon at the Vatican and some took part in the service whilst others visited the Vatican 
Museum. 
 
Monday saw the group visit the ancient sites of Rome, including the Coliseum, the Roman forum 
and the Circo Massimo. Whilst being taken round the most famous of Roman remains they also 
visited some of the sites made famous in the film Roman Holiday including the Bocca De La Verita 
(The mouth of truth!). 
 
On Tuesday they transferred South leaving Rome behind, making several stops on the way towards 
Naples. Just outside of Rome beyond the ancient walls they visited the burial chambers at the 
catacombs before taking an extended lunch at a shopping centre which proved to be very popular. 
The evening saw the group approach the Bay of Naples and gave the first view of Mount Vesuvius 
which dominates the landscape. 
 
An early start on Wednesday gave the group a large part of the day being guided around Pompeii 
before having the afternoon in Sorrento.  
 
Thursday began with an ascent of Mount Vesuvius, although full access to the crater was limited 
due to recent seismic activity. In the afternoon they completed their Roman tour with a visit to 
Herculanium and the remains of the city destroyed by the eruption of A.D. 79.  
 
The visit itself was highly successful, all of the pupils who travelled enjoyed themselves as well as 
being immersed in the Italian culture, their behaviour was a credit to themselves and we were 
stopped on several occasions to be told how proud we should be of the way they conducted 
themselves. The visit would not have been possible without the assistance of Miss Ruddle and of 
course the highly knowledgeable Mr Shell and Mr Rubery.  
 
‘School of Rock’ 
Bryntirion Comprehensive School Performing Arts Department rocked the end of the school year 
with their lively and energetic performances of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ‘School of Rock’ from July 
10

th
 – 12

th
.  Over three packed nights they impressed audiences with the talent shown from the 

youngest Year 7 pupils to the eldest Year 13’s. Bryntirion’s very own Jack Black, Matthew Daly 
(Year 13) gave a convincing and humorous performance as the lead character Dewey Finn that was 
very different to his emotional portrayal of the Phantom in ‘Phantom of the Opera’ last year. Naomi 
Jenkins (Year 13) was once again hitting the high notes as the Headmistress, Ms Rosalie Mullins.   
 
New and emerging talent in the school was evident throughout the cast, with accomplished 
performances from Geraint David (Year 11) as the hapless Ned Schneebly and Natalie Dawson as 
his bossy girlfriend Patti di Marco. Head of Performing Arts at the school, Mrs Claire Hawkes, said  



 she was particularly delighted with the performances given by not one, but two live bands made up 
of pupils on stage. The show opened with Dewey’s band No Vacancy, including pupils Adam Fuller 
(Year 9), Imogen Quinn (Year 10), Charlotte Lee (Year 11) and Evan Morgan-Williams (Year 13) 
who immediately made an impact with their polished version of “I’m Too Hot For You”.   
With a cast of around 80 pupils, there was strength and power in the chorus number “Here at 
Horace Green” and the high quality performances continued as Dewey Finn was introduced to his 
class. The pivotal song “You’re In The Band” created great excitement as the pupils picked up their 
instruments and played together for the first time. Year 7 pupils Wil Davis (keyboard) and Sam Doyle 
(guitar) made spectacular debuts alongside accomplished Year 8 students Phoebe Johnson (bass 
guitar) and Izi Strong (drums). Together they played energetically and fluently for the rest of the 
show, leaving the house band free to dance in the aisles! Many schools when performing this show 
have to teach their pupils to mime. It is a credit to both the pupils and their teachers that Bryntirion 
were able to present such high quality young musicians who were able to play their own parts, as 
well as do all of their own stunts! The other pupils in Dewey’s class sang and danced with energy 
and dynamism; their vitality was infectious and by the end of the show the whole audience was up 
on their feet and dancing each night. Bryntirion really was a “School of Rock” for the week!   



 

“Pupils have exceptionally positive 

attitudes to their learning”. Estyn 
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