
 

 

 

16th July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

End of Term – July 2020 

As we approach the end of a bizarre and bewildering Summer Term and school 

year, I would like to thank everyone for your generous support and patience. It has 

meant a great deal to the staff at Bryntirion, and is much appreciated. We believe we 

have such a strong local and school community, and this provides us with the 

confidence that we will face September with energy, enthusiasm and real positivity. 

You will have received notice from the Local Authority that all pupils will be returning 

to school in September. We are delighted by this news, and have been spending the 

last few days digesting the operational guidance received on Monday afternoon from 

the Welsh Government to ensure we are absolutely ready for the full return of 

everyone. There is plenty to digest and, well in advance of September, we will have 

prepared comprehensive plans to ensure this is managed with the guidance in mind. 

As with every correspondence I have shared with you since March, the information 

provided is conditional on decisions made elsewhere and therefore subject to 

change.  I will inform all parents by email of any such changes and will post all 

correspondence as usual in the ‘news’ section of the school website. 

Farewell to staff 

We will be bidding a fond farewell to members of staff who are leaving us in at the 

end of this term: 

 Ms Victoria Howells (Learning Support) is starting a PGCE in Physical 

Education. 

 Mrs Louise Gray (Mathematics) is moving to Ysgol Cwm Brombil as 2nd in 

department 

 Mrs Laura Clarke (Head of Health and Social Care) is moving to Ysgol Cwm 

Brombil as Head of PSE/Health and Social Care 

 Mr John Williams (Head of Business and Economics) is moving to a new 

position as Economics specialist teacher at St Johns College in Cardiff. 

 

I would like to thank them for their contribution to Bryntirion, and wish them all the 

very best for the next stages in their careers. 

Results days 

We have written to you to invite students in Years 10 to 13 to pick up their GCSE, A 

level and other results in August. The full arrangements can also be found in the 

‘news’ section of the school website. To ensure social distancing, students will be 

invited into school in small groups determined by surnames (e.g. A-G). Those who 

do not wish to come to school have been provided with the option of having results 



 

emailed to them. Careers advice and wellbeing support will be provided for all 

students. You will be aware that after submitting centre assessed grades to the 

examination boards, these grades will be subject to a rigorous standardisation 

process to ensure that national results are broadly in line with prior performance.   

The only grounds on which an appeal can be made is where the learner or the 

school believe that an error has occurred in relation to the submission of data.  

Further information on the Qualifications Wales Appeal Process for 2020 can be 

found in the following document: appeals-process-summer-2020.pdf 

First week of September:  
 
Further to the announcement by Kirsty Williams on 9th July, we are now planning for 
the full return of all students by Monday 14th September. Planning and preparation 
days will take place at the start of the new term to ensure that all risk assessments 
are completed and that all staff are fully trained in the processes and systems to 
ensure that we welcome everyone back safely.  Our current planning for the first 
weeks back has been informed by common arrangements across Bridgend schools. 
Please note, that like all plans over the past few weeks, this is subject to change. All 
members of staff will be attending school from September 1st 2020 for training, 
planning and preparing for the return of all pupils.  
 
Week 1 (common across schools in Bridgend) 
 
*Tuesday 1st September –staff planning and preparation day.  
*Wednesday 2nd September – staff planning and preparation day.  
*Thursday 3rd September – staff planning day and preparation day. 
 
*These are not designated INSET days.  
 
We have planned for 6 INSET days in 2020.21.  

INSET 1 – Friday 27th November  

INSET 2 – Monday 4th January 

INSET 3 – Monday 12th April 

INSET 4 – Friday 16th July 

INSET 5 – Monday 19th July 

INSET 6 – Tuesday 20th July  

 
Friday 4th September  
 
1. Welcome and induction for new Year 7 pupils (Sports Hall 9.00 start) 
2. Welcome, welcome back and induction for Years 12 and 13 students  
 
We are planning to phase groups into school during the day, so arrangements will 
follow. Year 7 will attend school from 9.00 – 3.00, and arrangements will be shared 
with families well in advance of this date. 
 
 
 
 

http://appeals-process-summer-2020.pdf/


 

Week 2 
 
Schools have been given some dispensation to decide arrangements for the first 3 
days of the second week. This is because local contexts dictate how swiftly schools 
are able to return to full capacity. However, please note that it is the current 
expectation of the local authority that all pupils will return to school on a full time 
basis from Thursday 10th September. We will have to interpret the information in 
the guidance issued this week in order to make this expectation operational. 
 
As we move into the week beginning the 7th September we plan to add an additional 
year group per day. One of the reasons for this is to give us greater control.  We 
wish to retain at least some systems that have been in place during the last 3 weeks, 
and perhaps introduce some new ones to support calm and orderly behaviour and 
movement around the school.  So when the students return in September we want to 
have the opportunity to train every year group and to make sure they have a full 
induction regarding our expectations.  
 
It is important that we bring each year group back carefully in order to build 
confidence and understanding. We will be at full capacity by Thursday 10th 
September, ahead of the expected date of 14th September. 
 
Monday 7th September 
 
9.00 – 3.00 
 

1. Welcome back to Year 11 (Sports Hall 9.00 start) 
2. Day 2 for Years 7, 12 and 13 (Form class – 9.00 start) 

 
Tuesday 8th September 
 
9.00– 3.00 
 

1. Welcome back to Year 10. (Sports Hall 9.00 start) 
2. Day 2 for Year 11 (Form class – 9.00 start) 
3. Day 3 for Years 7, 12 and 13 (Form class – 9.00 start) 

 
Wednesday 9th September 

9.00 – 3.00 
 

1. Welcome back to Year 9. (Sports Hall 9.00 start) 
2. Day 2 for Year 10 (Form class – 9.00 start) 
3. Day 3 for Year 11 ((Form class – 9.00 start) 
4. Day 4 for Years 7, 12 and 13 (Form class – 9.00 start) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Thursday 10th September 
 
9.00 – 3.00 
 

1. Welcome back to Year 8. (Sports Hall 9.00 start) 
2. All groups full time (Form class – 9.00 start) 

 
Friday 11th September 
 
8.40 – 3.00 
 
All students in school (Form class - 8.40 start) 
 
Preparations 
 
The site team will be planning to return classrooms to their normal set up over the 
summer break. However, we will be working on a new one way systems, and other 
arrangements to mitigate risk. In doing so, we will update our current risk 
assessment in consultation with the local authority’s Health and Safety team. We 
have received information from Welsh Government this week about social distancing 
(which has been effectively removed within year groups) and on other measures to 
mitigate any identified risk.  We will certainly be retaining procedures for enhanced 
hygiene, hand washing and sanitizing and, as children will be returning full time, we 
may need to introduce new health and safety measures following review of our risk 
assessment.  
 
All students must return with a fully equipped pencil case ready for the autumn term 
to reduce the sharing of materials. We have also issued guidance on uniform at start 
of term, but please prepare for a return to full school uniform if conditions and 
guidance permits. At the start of term, and in the first two weeks, there will be no 
requirement for school ties or blazers; pupils may wear white school shirts without 
ties or white polo shirts embroidered with the school logo. This guidance is subject to 
change as our preference is for all students to attend in full school uniform as soon 
as conditions allow. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to wish you all a very restful, happy and enjoyable summer 
break and thank you for your incredible support over the past few weeks and 
months.  
 
Take care and see you all soon 
 
Diolch, 

Cymerwch ofal 
 
Mr Pawar - Headteacher 


