
   

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

 
Course Outline    
No matter what your vocation, you will encounter the world of business. Having the ability to  
engage in business activity with confidence will set you apart from the crowd. This qualification 
will allow you to gain a holistic understanding of business in a range of contexts, whilst             
developing a passion for the subject. Business integrates well with other subjects and gives you 
the opportunity to progress your skills in decision-making, problem solving and critical analysis 
using numerical and non-numerical sources.     
 
AS Unit 1- Business Opportunities: This unit focuses 
on new business start-ups and small and medium sized       
enterprises (SMEs). The content in this section is based 
around the concept of starting a new business and the      
issues that surround the process of planning a new       
business. You will also be made aware of other types of 
business organisations and the markets they operate in 
and their various stakeholders.    
 
AS Unit 2- Business Functions : This unit broadens the 
context and will include all types of business organisations, 
ranging from recently formed small businesses to  well-established multinational companies. 
You will come to understand that, in order to succeed in a competitive market, all businesses 
have to consider the core functions of business, such as Marketing, Finance, Production and 
Human Resources    

 
A2 Unit 3 – Business Analysis and Strategy: As the ti-
tle suggests, the emphasis in this unit is on understanding  
and using analytical techniques and developing              
appropriate business strategies. You will understand,      
construct and  analyse a range of decision-making models 
and investment appraisal methods used by businesses to 
decide on their strategy. You will use analytical skills to  
investigate business opportunities and problems in a  
number of different contexts and evaluate a range of  
quantitative and qualitative data to suggest possible         
strategic responses from businesses.    

 
A2 Unit 4 – Business in a Changing World: This unit focuses on how businesses adapt to 
succeed in a dynamic external environment. You will learn that the business world never stands 
still and there are continuous opportunities and threats to businesses of all sizes. You will learn 
that regardless of size, businesses now operate in a global marketplace and they need to      
consider a wide range of external factors that affect their day-to-day activities, decision-making 
and strategy. You will be expected to integrate the knowledge, understanding and skills          
developed in all four units to display an holistic understanding of business activity and the           
environment in which they operate. 
 
Ideally, you will be an academic all-rounder, with an interest in current affairs and         
business news. You do not need to have studied Business Studies before, but B grades 
or above in GCSE Maths and English Language are desirable.  
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ECONOMICS 

 

 What Will I Study? 
 
You will study three topic areas at AS: 
 
1. Markets and Society – how buyers and sellers interact and prices are determined within 

the market place with a specific focus on labour markets; market failure and government 
failure. 

2. Macroeconomic Theory – the function of an economy and the determination of output, 
prices and employment and Macroeconomic Policy – how output, prices and employment 
are determined by government economic policy. 

3. Exchange Rates and International Trade 
 
All three topics are examined across the two exam papers at the end of Year 12. Unit 1            
includes multiple choice and short answer questions; while Unit 2 is based on two data           
response questions. 
 
Similarly, you will study three topic areas at A2: 
 
1. Competition & Competitive behaviour – how markets are structured and the influence it 

has on their behaviour; 
2. Macroeconomic Economic Issues – study of employment, inflation and economic           

development. 
3. Global Economics, Trade & Development –why countries trade and issues surrounding 

economic development. 
 
Again, all three topics are examined across the two exam papers at the end of Year 13.         
Unit 3 includes short answer questions and a data response; while Unit 4 is based on three   
two part essays on each area of the course. 
 
What Next?  
 
Economics is a popular subject and can be effectively combined with most other subjects       
including social sciences, mathematics and sciences. The full A-Level in Economics provides 
the basis for students who wish to proceed to higher education to study law, business              
management, marketing, accountancy, finance and banking. Large sections of the private         
and public sector recruit from this area. 
 
A Level Economics is a highly respected qualification and our ideal candidate will be someone 
with excellent literacy and numeracy skills and an interest in current affairs and business news. 


