
   

  

PERFORMING ARTS (DRAMA) 
GCSE Drama offers candidates interested in the theatre the opportunity to develop their skills 
in either acting or production.  Candidates explore and improve their skills through a               
combination of practical work and a written exam.  The study course consists of three units: 
 
Unit 1: Devising Theatre (40%) 
Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated   
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised       
theatre based on either the work of a theatre practitioner or a genre in response to a stimulus 
set by WJEC. They have to complete a written evaluation of the devised performance under 
formal supervision.  Learners will be assessed on either acting or design and work in groups of 
between two and five performers.  
 
Unit 2: Performing Theatre (20%) 
Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner  
Learners participate in a performance based on two 10 minute extracts from a performance text 
of their own choice.  Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners work in 
groups of between two and four performers. 
 
Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre (40%) 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section A: Set Text  
A series of questions on one set text explored as an actor, designer and director from a choice 
of five:  
 Romeo and Juliet (William Shakespeare)  
 100 Imaginary Body (Diene Petterle, Neil Monaghan and Christopher Heimann) 
 1984 (George Orwell), adapted Robert Icke and Duncan Macmillan 
 Two Faces (Manon Steffan Ros)  
 The Shadow of the Sickle (Islwyn Ffowc Elis), adapted Sion Eirian. 
 
Section B: Live Theatre Review  
One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of one live theatre pro-
duction seen during the course.  
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PERFORMING ARTS (MUSIC) 
The syllabus is designed to offer candidates a valid and challenging course based on the three 
primary musical activities of listening, performing and composing and is only available to        
pupils who already play an instrument or sing at a Grade 2 standard or above. 
 
Candidates are to explore and develop musical skills through four areas of study, into which 
performing, composing and appraising activities are to  
be integrated: 
1. Musical Forms and Devices 
2. Music for Ensembles 
3. Film Music 
4. Popular Music 
    
Candidates will be expected to compose a      
variety of pieces in various styles and moods, 
stimulated by the study of the four topics listed 
above. Two contrasting pieces of music will be 
selected for submission to the WJEC    ac-
companied by an evaluation written by the 
pupil outlining the processes involved in     
producing these compositions (35%). 
 
Candidates will be expected to perform     
regularly, in solo and ensemble situations, to 
the other members of the GCSE Music class.  
At the end of the course candidates will        
perform a vocal or instrumental solo and will 
perform as part of an ensemble (35%). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Candidates are to study and 
listen to  music of the four 
areas of study listed above. 
At the end of the course, an 
appraising examination is to 
be sat in which pupils are to 
identify and comment on 
music of the four areas of 
study (30%). 
 
 
 
 
 

All pupils opting to take GCSE Music will be expected to support the extra-curricular    
activities organised by the Music Department. 


