
 

 

 

July 6th 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Check in, Catch-up and Prepare – July 2020 

The first week of ‘Check in Catch up and Prepare’ has passed by very smoothly in school 

with the first cohort of children returning to school during the week. It was lovely to see 

everyone again and, whilst there was some understandable apprehension and to begin with, 

this soon disappeared as children were reacquainted with each other and their teachers. We 

hope that they had a warm, enjoyable welcome back to school, and look forward to seeing 

the second cohort during this second week. 

We are finalising arrangements for Week 3, the final week of term. We are planning to 

increase operations during the final week of term in preparation for September, so full year 

groups will be attending on their specific days (as indicated already) to complete the 

activities not yet undertaken. Details about grouping arrangements, and the timings of the 

day will be confirmed later this week. Please note that the day indicated for your child in 

Week 3 (w/c July 13th) will not change. 

Home learning plans have been linked with the topics studied in school, and were shared 

last week with pupils and parents. 

September 2020 

Thoughts have, of course, turned now to September. We are planning for a full return of 

pupils on September 1st. However, at the moment, we have had no guidance from Welsh 

government about what that return to school may look like in September, either educationally 

or in terms of site or safety operations. The Minister for Education has stated that her aim 

will be for a full return of pupils, but this will be dependent on how well we are able to 

accommodate all pupils if social distancing measures are still in place.  As soon we have 

received guidance, we will digest it, put plans in place, and share the key information with 

you. 

On Friday, we received an initial consultation document from the WJEC on its proposals for 

GCSE 2021. This will influence plans for Year 11 learners next term.  Modifications to 

syllabuses and examination arrangements are being proposed. In general the draft 

proposals look sensible and fair, and when finalised we will start figuring these into our 

planning for next term.  

Qualifications Wales 

The Qualifications Wales website continues to be a useful depository of information for 

parents and is regularly updated. https://qualificationswales.org/english/ This week, further 

information was shared about arrangements for results days in August, and about plans for 

2021. The key information includes the following: 

“WJEC will soon be processing the data (submitted by schools) in order to award 

qualifications, so that results can be issued as planned. We (Qualifications Wales) will be 

overseeing that process, to ensure our agreed approaches are being followed. We know that 

there are still some unanswered questions and we are working to provide more information 

where we can.  

https://qualificationswales.org/english/


 

Results release  

Though the exam series has been very different this year, results days remain as they were. 

We would like to remind schools and colleges that results are confidential until the official 

results days (13 August for GCE and 20 August for GCSE) and must not be shared with any 

person or organisation outside of your school or college.  

Summer 2021  

We have provided brief updates on our work for summer 2021 via our website, and recently 

published a second blog. We appreciate there is a demand for more detail before the 

summer term ends. We have been working very closely with WJEC to consider what 

adaptations, if any, might be appropriate for qualifications taken in summer 2021. As 

previously outlined, this is a complex process and cannot be rushed. Crucially, we need to 

ensure that any changes do not undermine the validity and credibility of qualifications in 

Wales, which would not be in the interests of our learners. Equally, we fully appreciate the 

anxiety that exists around the disruption to learning experienced so far, and which might 

continue into the next academic year.  We will provide a further update on the planned way 

forward for GCSEs in summer 2021 shortly.” 

When we are able to do so, we will share arrangements for collecting results with you. We 

do hope that all learners will be able to pick up their results from us at school. 

I will be in touch again before the end of term with any news or updates. 

In the meantime, take care. 

Diolch, 

Cymerwch ofal 
 
Mr Pawar - Headteacher 
 


