
 

 

 

 

January 4th 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

RE: Arrangements for the start of the new academic year – January 2021 

I hope you have been able to enjoy a pleasant and restful Christmas holiday. On behalf of everyone 

at Bryntirion Comprehensive School, I wish you and your families a Happy New Year. 

I wrote to you at the end of the autumn term in order to clarify new common arrangements for the 

first week of the spring term in Bridgend schools. We have another uncertain start of term ahead of 

us, with so much yet to be decided about short and medium term arrangements for schools in Wales. 

I am sure you will be familiar with the ongoing speculation about education across the UK as this is 

dominating the news now. We are anticipating further clarification during the course of this week. 

As always, we have to be prepared for developments whenever we are informed of them, and will 

continue to share these with you as soon as we are able to do so. 

Monday 4th January to Friday 8th January 

The current arrangements for Bridgend schools are as follows: 

 All Bridgend schools will be using Monday 4 January and Tuesday 5 January to assess 

levels of available staff, review risk assessments and ensure the school is a safe environment 

for learners. This means that, on these two days, no pupils will be in school. It also 

means that direct additional online learning opportunities will not be provided by individual 

schools for their pupils on 4th and 5th January. However, activities and resources are still 

available within the Class Teams, as usual.  

 There is no on-site/in-school provision for the children of critical workers in any 

Bridgend secondary school on 6th, 7th or 8th January. 

 Pupils who will be learning from home on 6th, 7th and 8th January will receive home learning 

activities from their schools. Bridgend schools will not be providing ‘live’ lessons during 

this period. At Bryntirion, work will be provided for each class for pupils to complete at home.  

We are planning, as far as possible, to replicate Stage 3 of the Blended Learning Plan. Whilst there 

is no expectation to provide ‘live learning’ during this period we will try to reflect normal timetabled 

expectations.  To help pupils organise their own time at home, we advise them to follow the time 

allocation for lessons according to the Year 11-13 timetable. 

Lesson 1 – 9.00 -10.00 

Lesson 2 – 10.00 – 11.00 

Break – 11.00 – 11.20 

Lesson 3 – 11.20 – 12.20 

Lesson 4 – 12.20 – 1.20 

Lunch – 1.20 – 2.00 

Lesson 5 – 2.00 – 3.00 

 



 

W/c Monday 11th January 

The current expectation is that pupils will start to return to school from Monday 11th January, with a 

full return of all pupils by Monday 18th January. Whilst the expectation is for all pupils return to school 

as quickly as possible, the Welsh Government has enabled local authorities to make local decisions 

regarding these arrangements. Schools will probably be preparing for a staggered return to school 

for groups of pupils, probably within year groups. Usually, the local authority makes such decisions, 

following the direction set by Welsh government, so we await further information on this. If required 

to do so, will use any staggered return to school to emphasise and reinforce the operational 

arrangements established at Bryntirion to make school as secure and as safe as possible for our 

staff and pupils. 

When pupils return to school in person they will continue to follow the COVID timetable established 

in the Autumn Term. Uniform expectations are unchanged.  

I will write to you with further information later this week in order to confirm next week’s 

arrangements. 

Parents’ meetings 

You will receive your child’s interim report at the start of term. We have offered parents the 

opportunity to meet with your child’s form tutor in order to discuss the report, and general matters 

relating to progress and wellbeing. We have decided to postpone these meetings until later in the 

term when all children will have returned to school and when nearly all staff will be available. We 

are mindful that parents may still wish to discuss such matters and will make arrangements to 

contact you, should you request such a discussion.  

In the meantime, I wish you all a hopeful and healthy New Year and a positive start to term. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

RK Pawar - Headteacher  


