
 

 

 

 

Our Reference: Uniform Consultation 2019 

April 8th 2019 

FAO parents, guardians, staff and pupils 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill in our uniform consultation in February.  

The responses were interesting and informative.   We have noted the following points: 

 Most stakeholders are happy with the current uniform at Bryntirion, with the 

exception of the length of the school skirts.   

 There is not widespread support for the idea of blazers principally due to the 

extra cost involved.  

 Summer uniform should be considered. 

We also need to follow the guidelines set by the Welsh Assembly Government, which 

state that the school policy on uniform should: 

 Have regard to the affordability, access and availability of uniform items 

 Not dictate different items of clothing on the basis of sex/gender 

 Have a sensible approach to uniform items to account for extreme weather 

conditions 

With the above points in mind, the school has now considered various options for the 

future.   We are happy with the current school shirts, ties, polo shirts, trousers, PE kit 

and sixth form uniform.  However, action clearly needs to be taken regarding the 

school skirts.  Over the last twenty years the school uniform for girls has changed from 

the teal pinafore, to black trousers for all, to the current skirts.  However, when the 

present skirts were introduced it was never envisaged that they should be worn as 

short as many pupils currently wear them.   There are clearly differences in the 

interpretation of the definition “appropriate length” which is leading to conflicting views.   

We have investigated the possibility of a new design of skirt, but there were very few 

positive responses in the last consultation to the idea of pleated skirts.  They would 

also cost more than the current skirts.  We have asked the uniform suppliers if the 

current skirts could be made longer and of a more stretchable fabric, and been 

informed this is a possibility.   However, this still does not help the issue of the girls 

themselves wanting short skirts and rolling them up at the waistband or deliberately 

purchasing skirts that are inappropriately short. 

We therefore have two proposals: 

1. Skirts for Year 7 – 11 girls are replaced with black trousers for all.  The summer 

uniform would then include the option of white badged polo shirts and black 



 

tailored shorts.  This would ensure equality for all and assist in affordability.  It 

would mean staff can concentrate on teaching and learning and minimise 

conflict.  This would also reflect current guidance on gender neutral uniforms. 

2. The current uniform is retained but with the strict enforcement of the 10cm 

above the knee rule for school skirts (all years).  This would need the support 

and understanding of parents as infringements of the rule would be dealt with 

according to the school behaviour policy. Pupils with inappropriately worn 

uniform would be subject to school disciplinary procedures.  This will take 

teachers’ time and inevitably result in conflict if pupils do not comply.   If skirts 

are worn just above the knee at the required length this would mean they could 

be worn with socks in the summer.  There would also be the option of black 

tailored shorts for all during the summer term. 

Please complete the short survey by following the link below to tell us which option 

you would prefer.   Any changes to the uniform would be introduced in September 

2019.  Many thanks for your support. 

http://tinyurl.com/uniformchanges 

Yours sincerely 

 

RK Pawar 

 

http://tinyurl.com/uniformchanges

