
 

 

 

15th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

RE:  Update 15.01.2021 

At the end of a busy full week of home learning, I would like to provide a short update 

and some links to useful information. 

I hope your child has been able to follow their timetabled lessons this week, take part 

in the many activities, and access the work provided for them. We have been aiming 

to offer a true blend of learning activities for our pupils, focusing on their normal 

curriculum and the essential practices associated with high quality teaching and 

learning. Following feedback from parents, pupils and teachers, we realise that 

following the school timetable online from home can feel relentless, so we are going 

to make lessons from next week 50 minutes long rather than one hour to enable 

everyone to have a quick break, stretch their legs, grab a snack and look away from 

the screen. Lessons will begin at their usual time, but allow for a ten minute break at 

the end. We are constantly reviewing our distance learning provision and hope this will 

help everyone feel slightly less pressured during the school day.     

I would be grateful if you would read our updated and attached Live Streaming 

Agreement. This now includes reference to updated Welsh Government guidance.  

We are very grateful for your support in encouraging your children to participate at 

home and know how challenging this can be. Over the next two weeks, we will try to 

contact you or your child by telephone simply to check in, see how things are going 

and ask if they need any further advice or support. We are, of course, in regular contact 

with pupils through TEAMs. We will continue to maintain communication with parents 

through email and SIMs, or by telephone. If parents need to contact us, please do so 

through the usual email contacts, which are listed on the school website. We will 

always endeavour to get back to you as soon as possible. 

Pupils in Years 11, 12 and 13 have received a letter from Qualifications Wales this 

week. In this letter the following statement was made: 

“We know you may be anxious about what it means for you and you want to have 

clarity on how and when you will be assessed as soon as possible. We will publish 

more information as soon as we can. We’ll make sure that the changes will mean you’ll 

have a fair chance to gain your qualifications this year – this is our focus. In the 

meantime, if you are concerned about any of this please do discuss with your school, 

college or wherever you get your education.” 

Our staff have been contacting pupils in these groups throughout this week to try to 

provide some reassurance and support. It is an anxious time, so we as soon as we 

have further information we will let you know.  

Throughout this difficult period, we have tried to celebrate and cherish the community 

spirit of Bryntirion. Our ‘value of the month’ for January is ‘hope’ and this week we 



 

have asked the pupils, as a form- time/ wellbeing activity, to create messages of hope 

and encouragement that we can send to the staff of the Princess of Wales hospital 

who are working so hard to keep us all safe and well. We look forward to sharing these 

messages of hope with you all - they are beautiful and have encouraged and cheered 

us as staff too. Many thanks again for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

RK Pawar - Headteacher 

 


