
 

 

 
10th November 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
I am writing this letter with a Year 13 update. It has been a busy eight weeks since returning to 
school in September and students are making good progress in their A Level studies. You should 
already have received Tracking 1 via email (Emailed on 22nd October 2021). This letter is to update 
you on some key dates and deadlines this half term. 
 
UCAS  
We have made a good start on the UCAS process, with sessions already delivered on the registration 
and application process. We have also delivered a session on Personal Statements, which many 
students are working hard to complete. Year 13 students were given a deadline of 5th November to 
complete the first draft of their Personal Statement. Although the final deadline for the UCAS 
Application is in January, schools can set an internal deadline. This gives us enough time to read 
through every application, check qualifications, write and attach the reference and submit the 
application to UCAS.  As a school, we hope to complete as many applications as possible before the 
Christmas holidays (17th December 2021). 
 
WBQ (Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate) 
This term, students have been busy preparing their Innovation Proposal as part of the Enterprise and 
Employability Challenge. This Friday, 12th November, students will “pitch” their product/service to 
visiting entrepreneurs. A timetable has been produced and this has been shared with students on 
the Year 13 Team. Staff have also been reminding students of this date throughout the term. We 
look forward to seeing the pitches and the creativity and communication skills of our students. 
 
Parents Evening 
We will be holding an online parents evening on Thursday, 25th November. Further details regarding 
making appointments to follow. 
 
Mock Examinations 
Students have been issued with a Mock Examination Timetable and a Mock Examination Learning 
Plan. Mock Examinations will start on Monday, 6th December and end on Tuesday, 14th December. 
Staff will offer support with revision techniques and we also expect students to take ownership of 
their own revision.  In previous years, we have found that pupils who prepare well for mock 
examinations fair better in the final external examinations. Unless stated otherwise, the mock exams 
will take place in the sports hall in order to replicate exam conditions. 
 
Tracking 2 
Tracking 2 will be emailed home to both parents and students in January. 
 
Attendance 
For the time being, we will continue with the structure of the school day. To ease congestion in the 
Oriel, students will only be required to be on site when they have timetabled lessons. There is no 
requirement for students to attend registration in the morning or afternoon sessions as attendance 
marks will be taken during timetabled lessons. Anyone in receipt of EMA will continue to receive 
payment providing scheduled lessons are attended. For those students who cannot leave site the 
Oriel will of course remain available. We trust that students will value the opportunity being offered 



 

to them and use the time in the best way they can. The school must also be informed of any 
absence. 
 
Can I also ask you to check whether your son/daughter are regularly checking the Year 13 Team and 
their school Outlook email addresses as these are the main forms of communication with students. 
 
Can I finally take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support throughout this Key 
Stage.  If you would like to discuss the content of this letter or any other matter then please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
 

Mrs Lisa Allinson 
Head of Sixth Form   

 


