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MR MEAD - HEADTEACHER 

Welcome to Bryntirion Comprehensive School, I am delighted you will be joining 
‘Team Bryntirion’. 
 
This booklet has been designed to help you get ready to start at Bryntirion. It          
includes a lot of useful information including a map of the school, how to be ‘Team 
Bryntirion’, school uniform requirements, outline of the school day, what to expect 
on your first day, school meals, subjects and clubs.  
 
You can also make yourself familiar with members of our staff, photographs         
provided, and you will meet lots of staff during the transition days being held on    
Friday 26th June and Monday 29th June.  
 
After reading this booklet and attending the transition days, I am are sure that you 
will very excited to join Bryntirion in September. 
 
Enjoy the summer holidays and prepare yourself for a busy time ahead. 



Map of the School Site 
The school will probably look huge when you first come to visit, you might even 

think that you will never find your way around, but after a few days you will get to 

know the place. Just in case you need it, we have included a map of the school.  

Every room is clearly labelled with the block you are in and then the room      

number, e.g. D5. Your timetable will tell you the room you will have your lesson 

in. 

MOVEMENT AROUND THE SCHOOL 
You will be moving classrooms 5 times a day. At Bryntirion, we expect sensible, 

safe and considerate movement around the school. 

• Always keep to the left 

• Walk at all times, never run 

• Be courteous to staff and other pupils 

• Always get to lessons on time 

• The bells are to indicate the start and end of a lesson 
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THE SCHOOL DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is advised that pupils strive to be in school for 8.30am to attend registration at 

8.40am. The above school day structure is correct at the time of publication but is 

subject to change should the need arise in the current climate. 
 

YOUR FIRST DAY 
Your first day will be spent as follows:- 

 

• Meet with Mrs Poole, Head of Year at 8.40am in the Sports Hall in block E. 

• Your Form Tutor will then take you to your form class to prepare you for the 

week ahead. You will be given your personal timetable and your Form Tutor 

will answer any questions that you may have. 

• Follow timetable given during form time for lesson 3 onwards  

• Return to form room at 2.45pm to meet with Form Tutor to share how your 

day has gone. 

• You will only need to bring a school bag, pens, pencils, rubber,       

sharpener and ruler on the first day. You will not need PE kit.  

• Once you have been issued with your timetable you will only need to bring 

PE kit on the days when you are timetabled to have PE.  

 
 

08:40 - 09:00 Registration/Tutor Time 

09:00 - 10:00 Lesson 1 

10:00 - 11:00 Lesson 2 

11:00 - 11:20 Break Time 

11:20 - 12:20 Lesson 3 

12:20 - 13:20 Lesson 4 

13:20 - 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 - 15:00 Lesson 5 



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
Here are answers to some of the questions that you might have about joining 

Bryntirion in September. 
 
What do I bring on the first day? 

You will need a bag, pencils, pens, rubber, sharpener and ruler. You will also 

need sandwiches or money loaded onto your cashless catering account to use 

the canteen. 
 
Do I need any books? 

No, you will not need any books. Your subject teacher will give you the books that 

you need. 
 
What happens if I lose my things or don’t’have any money on my cashless 

account? 

Go to your Head of Year or school reception and they will help you. 
 
Will I be in the same class as my friends? 

You might not be in the same class as all your friends, but you will certainly be 

with some of your friends. 
 
What if I get lost? 

Any teacher or older pupil that passes you will be pleased to help. There is also a 

map in this booklet. 
 
What if I have to leave school for an appointment or I am absent through  

illness? 

If a child is absent from school, parents/carers should contact the school via the 

ClassCharts ‘Absence reporting’ system or telephone by 8.45am on the morning 

of the absence. This system can also be used to notify the school of any           

appointments throughout the school day, for full details please refer to the                 

Attendance Policy. It is very important that you copy up all the work that you have 

missed as soon as possible. Parents/carers will be invited to join ClassCharts in 

September. 
 
What if I feel ill during school? 

If this happens during lesson time, tell the teacher who is taking your lesson and 

they will call for a duty officer. If this happens during break or lunch go to see 

your Head of Year. Please do not contact your parent yourself, a member of staff 

will do this on your behalf. 
 
What if I am unhappy in school? 

Speak to your Form Teacher or your Head of Year who will be happy to help you. 
 
 

 



SCHOOL MEALS 
 

 

DINNER LADIES 

Our school has many helpful and friendly dinner ladies who work during the lunch 

break. 
 

THE FOOD 

Lunchtime, the canteen offers three types of meals:- 

• Main Track (main meals) 

• Fast Track (fast food) 

• Green Track (salads sandwiches etc) 

The prices are very reasonable. 

 

BREAKFAST BAR 

In addition to lunch, there is a breakfast bar at break time. This offers a variety of 

snacks. These bars are in D and E block canteens. 

 

MENUS & PRICES 

Current menus and prices can be viewed on the school website under letters to 

parents. Menus and prices will be updated for September 2026. 

 

CASHLESS CATERING SYSTEM 

We use a cashless catering system to provide students and staff with a faster, 

more efficient and appealing meal service. On your first day you will be  given a 

code to use in the canteen. 

 

Parents/carers will be invited to join this system before you start in September. 

They will be given a code to load money onto your account via the Bridgend 

County Borough Council website ’Pay It’ system (helpful carbohydrate counting 

menu also available on this site). Money needs to be loaded before midnight to 

show on your account the following day. Those pupils eligible for free school 

meals will receive a daily allowance on their cashless account. You are able to 

view the balance on your account via the revalve machines on the school 

site and pass this information on to parents.  

 

Alternatively, you can bring your own packed lunch. This can be eaten outside or 

in the canteen. 

 

 



CURRICULUM FOR WALES 
 
Four Purposes  
The national Curriculum for Wales outlines its Four Purposes of Education,       
enabling learners to become: ambitious and capable learners; enterprising and 
creative contributors; ethical and informed citizens and healthy and confident     
individuals.  
 
These Purposes inform the design of our own, bespoke curriculum, marrying 
them with the individual ambitions, interests and potential of every student at 
Bryntirion. We believe that our responsibility under the Four Purposes is to      
ensure that students acquire powerful knowledge, understanding and skills to  
become confident members of society. The curriculum supports our young      
people to become kind, hardworking individuals, who embody our school values. 
 
Curriculum  
At Bryntirion, pupils are taught in subjects. This is because subjects matter. They 
have an important body of knowledge and specific skills and belong to a rich    
tradition that is unique to them. For students to think critically and to form their 
own opinions, it is necessary to have something to think about. We therefore   
value a knowledge-rich approach, delivered by expert teaching staff. Our         
curriculum is broad and balanced, providing a wealth of learning across              
disciplinary subjects, and embraces all the mandatory elements: study of English 
and Welsh; the three Cross-Curricular Skills (numeracy, literacy, digital             
competency); Relationships & Sexuality Education; Religion, Values & Ethics; 
Careers and Work-Related Experiences and this is underpinned by a clear       
emphasis on the central importance of developing pupils’ integral skills. 
 
Progression and Assessment  
Our curriculum is structured to ensure that all pupils make progress in their  
learning as they move through the school, informed by the national Principles of 
Progression. To support pupils’ progress and monitor the effectiveness of our  
curriculum, we adopt a number of assessment practices. Ongoing ‘formative’ 
assessment activities are those that arise as part of the learning experience in 
lessons. Teachers assess pupils’ understanding and recall during lessons and 
adapt their teaching or future teaching plans to ensure progress for all. In           
addition, to identify progress over time and to enable us to evaluate our practice 
and curriculum, we conduct more infrequent, substantial ‘summative’ style      
assessments through rich tasks. 
 

Implementation & Review  
Our curriculum is not fixed: it is subject to constant review and reiteration. Robust 
self-evaluation of our curriculum and requires participation from not only our 
teaching staff, but also from parents/carers, governors and pupils. The curriculum 
will grow, as we endeavour to meet the needs of our pupils and the challenges 
that lie ahead of them. 

 



ART & DESIGN 
This is a subject that provides pupils with a wide range of 
learning experiences using a variety of mediums,   materials 
and techniques to explore and produce pieces of art work. 
You will be introduced to different career pathways within the 
Creative Industry and learn how to work to commissioned 
briefs and become independent learners.   

SUBJECTS 

ENGLISH 
You will read all kinds of stories, poems, plays and media        
articles. As well as this, you will develop your own skills as a 
young writer. You will have the chance to debate, analyse and 
create different literary masterpieces!  

FRENCH 
In the course of the year, pupils in Year 7 will learn 
about France and the French speaking world. You will 
engage in small playlets and conversations in French 
about yourselves, your families and friends.   
As they say in France - “Bienvenue à Bryntirion”. 

GEOGRAPHY 
Our curriculum is focused on enquiry learning and 
interpreting the world in which they live. In Year 7   
students investigate ‘Sense of Place’ in their local       
area before going onto a world investigation of their 
choice. They then go to develop their map skills 
where creativity and innovation                                      
will be tested.  

HISTORY 
History is delivered through enquiry-based learning.    
Our thematic enquiries encourage pupils to work as       
historical detectives, using a wide range of evidence to 
answer ‘big questions’. ‘History through Big Questions’ 
enhances pupils’ learning by deepening thinking and so 
develops critical thinking.  

ICT/COMPUTER SCIENCE 
In ICT/Computer Science you will learn how to use 
the Microsoft platform including Teams, One Drive, 
Outlook and the Microsoft Office apps. You will      
develop your digital competency to ensure that you 
use computers safely and efficiently - this will be of 
benefit to you in your other subjects and eventually 
the world of work. You will also be introduced to 
some of the important ideas related to Computer   
Science and will undertake projects to develop your 
skills and knowledge in this area.  



MATHEMATICS 
In this subject you will learn many new mathematical 
skills and develop ones you already have. As well as 
this, you will be taught to investigate and use I.T. to 
aid your understanding of mathematics. It will be 
hard work, but it will all add up to great fun! 

SUBJECTS 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Physical Education in Bryntirion will transition from a 
game and activity centred approach to a more skills-
based learning environment. Pupils will develop      
holistically to create healthy and confident individuals, 
providing positive and lifelong learning experiences, 
helping shape the health and wellbeing of an            
individual for life!. Physical Education impacts the 
learner long after they leave school. In partnership 
with the Active Young People Department (BCBC), 
there are opportunities for pupils to follow a Leader-
ship Pathway to become Young Sports Leaders and 
go on to follow a Young Ambassador Program.  

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 
In expressive arts you will develop performance 
skills holistically through playing and singing a     
variety of music. You will have the opportunity to 
enhance your skills in drama lessons with devising 
and acting tasks. You will learn to compose and you 
will listen to and discuss a variety of musical styles. 
There are opportunities to learn a new instrument, 
to sing in the school choir and to take part in our 
school show.  

RELIGION, VALUES & ETHICS (RVE) 
This is an exciting and relevant subject where 
you will investigate the World’s faiths, cultures 
and how we integrate and work with people of 
different faiths. This is a life-long learning          
process. 
 
 
HEALTH & WELLBEING 
This subject provides an opportunity to discuss 
personal and social experiences from healthy 
relationships to healthy lifestyle choices.   



 
There are a number of sports available at Bryntirion Comprehensive School.   
During the Winter, rugby and football are the main sports for boys and netball and 
hockey are the main sports for girls. Matches are played against other schools. 
During the Summer, athletics and tennis are enjoyed by both boys and girls.  
Bryntirion also has its own swimming pool which is in regular use. 

SCIENCE 
The importance of science in our modern world cannot be 
overstated. Developments in these areas have always 
been drivers of change in society, underpinning innovation 
and impacting on everyone’s lives economically, culturally 
and environmentally. As such, science will be increasingly 
relevant in the opportunities young people encounter and 
the life choices that they make. Pupils will learn how to      
enquire, investigate and develop an understanding of key 
scientific concepts throughout their time at Bryntirion"  

SUBJECTS 
TECHNOLOGY 
In Year 7, you will be learning lots of 
new skills and technical language and 
developing your understanding of           
designing and making and in Year 8, 
you will use that knowledge to be more 
independent, develop critical thinking 
and problem solving skills. Projects 
have links with the environment and 
healthy living.  

WELSH - Croeso! 
Year 7 will study the Welsh language including its     
history and literature. Learners will engage with        
languages and literature in order to help them develop, 
not only their own sense of identity, but also an under-
standing of their own culture and communities. Pupils 
should gain confidence using their language skills 
through a variety of reading, writing and oracy tasks. 
Pupils will have the opportunity to engage in                
educational visits to Llangrannog in Years 7 and 8 and 
perform in the School Eisteddfod. At Bryntirion, pupils 
should enjoy speaking Welsh and celebrate the many 
opportunities that the Welsh department has to offer. 
Joiwch! 

SPORTS & GAMES 





DYSGU BYW 

Dysgu Byw is an experience in the Year 7 curriculum that translates to “learn to 
live”. It offers you the opportunity to develop skills for life and work, alongside        
developing your ICT skills. Themes will include ‘My safety’, ‘My community’ and 
‘My future’. During the course pupils will develop their learner effectiveness by 
completing tasks including creation of a personal revision timetable, consideration 
of skills for future careers, learning sign language, developing a spreadsheet for 
financial planning and reflecting on and resetting targets for your learning and 
progress. Lessons are interactive using a wide range of packages, introducing 
you to skills which will benefit you in other subjects and eventually the world of 
work. 

The ‘My Health’ challenge has a focus on the purpose ‘Healthy Confident               
Individual’ and takes place in the summer term. The challenge is cross-curricular 
in nature and involves multiple departments with the objective to produce a        
concept for a healthy drink. You will be working in teams based on your school 
house and will receive inputs from English, Maths, Science, PE, Art, Health & 
Wellbeing, Dysgu Byw and through year group assemblies. The challenge will     
involve you collating together your cross-curricular knowledge and developing 
your skills through the decisions you make, your teamwork and your presentation.  
 

Bryntirion Comprehensive School has a range of pre-loved school uniform          
available in our Big Bocs Bwyd, located upstairs in E Block.  
 
The Bocs will be open on both Transition Days: 
Friday 26th June 3 - 3.30pm 
Monday 29th June 3 - 4pm 
 
Please feel free to pop by and browse our selection of uniform items, which           
include shirts, jumpers, PE kits and a limited range of coats. We hope to offer this 
service at regular intervals throughout the school term. Any donations of good 
quality pre-loved uniform, PE kit, shoes, trainers, coats and rucksacks are always          
welcome, and this can be left at Reception at any time during school hours.   
 
 

MY HEALTH CHALLENGE 

BIG BOCS BWYD 
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