
        Transition into Year 12  
  

Page 1 of 14  

The purpose of this document is to provide some advice and guidance for families in the event of continued school closures for 

the coming weeks. We know that you will be anxious about your sons and daughters missing lessons. We realise this is a very 

unsettling time for you but we look forward to teaching you when things return to normal. In the meantime, Curriculum leaders 

have collated some interesting transition reading you maybe wish to do prior to joining us in the Sixth Form. 

Suggested Transition Activities  

Over the page, each department has provided activities / suggested reading for pupils to undertake in the subjects that they 

wish to pursue in the Sixth Form. Obviously, every family will be experiencing a different set of individual circumstances which 

may impact on pupils’ ability to engage in school work. We understand this, but if schools do have to continue to be closed for a 

period of time, and your son or daughter is well, it may be useful to consider establishing a routine in order to maintain some 

sense of normality and structure. We would suggest establishing three subject based activities per day of approximately 45 

minutes. We would also encourage pupils to use any extra free time they have to read, to take exercise and to take some time 

to relax.   

The details included here will provide a starting point. If necessary, we will update this information with further suggestions and 

resources. If possible, please keep in touch with the school electronically and via social media. Follow us on twitter 

@bryntirioncomp and use the school website http://www.bryntirioncs.bridgend.sch.uk/ 

Communication Tools  

Some off the suggested activities will be able to be accessed through TEAMS. All pupils have a username address which allows 
them to access Teams. The address is their school username@bryntirioncs.bridgend.sch.uk  and the password will be the same 
as the one they use to log into the computer at school.  

Teams  

Teams are online collaborative working environments for teachers and learners. Staff can post material, information and 
assignments in the Team for pupils to view and complete.  
 
To access Teams pupils’ access the school’s rmunify site, open One Drive and launch the Teams app. 
 
Instructions on how to access the different online learning platforms is available on the school website, along with user guides 
for using Teams effectively. They are found in the useful links for pupils' area of the website. 
 
Mrs Walker has set up a whole year group TEAM. The purpose of this TEAM is to share messages that would normally have been 
given to pupils during registration and assemblies. 
 

 

  

http://www.bryntirioncs.bridgend.sch.uk/
mailto:username@bryntirioncs.bridgend.sch.uk
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          English Literature 

Use the booklet (AS English Literature Bridging Unit_BCS) uploaded to the ‘English Literature AS Level’ Team to develop a 
better understanding of the texts and skills that will be explored in Year 12. 
 
Continue to access the MASSOLIT website to watch online lectures and make notes (focus on the texts that we will study in 
Year 12 as well as a selection of other literature listed in the booklet). 
 
[Use this time to read! Explore great literature that you may not have had the opportunity to read under normal 
circumstances...and enjoy!] 

 
             Maths  

AS Level Maths builds on lots of the algebra covered at GCSE. To begin the AS course well, you will need to be fluent in the 

following topics: 

 ▪ Expanding single and double brackets 

 ▪ Factorising quadratics 

 ▪ Solving linear equations 

 ▪ Solving quadratic equations 

 ▪ Simultaneous Equations 

 ▪ Laws of Indices 

 ▪ Changing the subject (Rearranging) 

 

The best way to ensure that you are ready to begin the challenging A level course in Maths is to practise your skills regularly. 

To help you with this you should consider: 

 

1. Keeping up to date with the information, links and resources posted in the 12 Maths (20/21) TEAM. 

2. Completing the MyMaths sheets that have been set to help you revise your GCSE Maths ready for starting A level. 

These sheets should be done before we start back in September. 

3. Completing the Additional Maths Booklets and then trying a couple of past papers. The booklets are available 

electronically on TEAMS. 

4. Obtaining textbooks such as CGP Head Start to A-Level Maths which is free on Kindle and available as a paperback 

too. WJEC Mathematics for AS Level: Pure by Stephen Doyle. This is the only WJEC specific book for the Unit 1 Core 

module (which is 62.5% of the AS course). 

5. Using online material such as Youtube Numberphile Channel: An amusing look at some maths you may not learn 

about in school and 3Blue1Brown Channel: A more serious look at some more difficult topics. 

6. Reading some fun maths books: Why do Buses Come in Threes? by Rob Eastaway and Jeremy Wyndham; Alex’s 

Adventures in Numberland by Alex Bellos; Fermat’s Last Theorem by Simon Singh; Gladiators, Pirates and Games of 

Trust by Haim Shapira; Things to Make and Do in the Fourth Dimension and Professor Stewart’s Hoard of 

Mathematical Treasures by Ian Stewart. 
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              Biology  

Useful preparation for year 12 biology would be to thoroughly understand and memorise the following GCSE topics:- 

 

Unit 1 

Cells, diffusion, osmosis, proteins, lipids, carbohydrates, mitosis, meiosis, enzymes, DNA. 

 

Unit 2  

Classification, binomial system, respiration, photosynthesis, respiratory system and breathing, heart and circulatory system, 

digestion and the digestive system. 

 

Useful websites:- 

 

Big Picture  

This website is very useful (explore resources section)- it explores lots of the topics you will study at A level. Why not look at 

the cells section or any other that you are interested in? We will study cells as one of the first topics in Year 12. Also, the 

Immune system and Number crunching are very topical at present. 

 

WJEC 

This will give you the details that the course will cover. The Teacher Guidance Notes is especially useful (find it in the key 

documents section). There are also resources for you to browse. 

  

 
             Chemistry 

Use from page 8 onwards of the file put into our potential A level team. look at work that will be part of the AS course and 

attempt the questions. I am not expecting you to get everything and answer all questions correctly, but it is a chance to get a 

flavour and keep your mind active and used to learning. There are other things before page 8, I am not expecting you to look 

at this but obviously you can if you wish. I am not expecting or wanting you to buy any books at this point in time. Good luck 

and enjoy. 

 
             Physics  

A significant proportion of the Physics A level course involves selecting, manipulating and applying mathematical formulae.  

Useful preparation would be to practise rearranging formulae using the worksheet in our A level team, along with looking at 

the AS data booklet.  Many of the equations will be familiar to you from your GCSE Physics work, however there are a few new 

quantities that you could begin to familiarise yourself with. 

Have a look at the resources on TEAMS for the first AS topic Basic Physics.  See if you can attempt any of the questions 

provided. 

You will be doing some work on Particle Physics in the first term.  Watch the following video clips on fundamental particles and 

the standard model.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVxBdMxgVX0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGWlT8SqXLM&t=1018s 

 

You will be looking at a number of aspects of space throughout the A level course.  Have a look at the information on the NASA 

website relating to ‘Our Solar System and Beyond’. 

https://www.nasa.gov/topics/solarsystem/index.html 

Have a look at the following website to get a feel of some of the other things that we will be looking at in the course. 

https://www.alevelphysicsonline.com/wjec 

https://www.stem.org.uk/big-picture
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/biology-as-a-level/#tab_overview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVxBdMxgVX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGWlT8SqXLM&t=1018s
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/solarsystem/index.html
https://www.alevelphysicsonline.com/wjec
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               Art 

All current Year 11 Art pupils have been added to a ‘Year 11 Art Transition Team’ on Microsoft Teams, please check here for 

breakdown of the assignments set and any extra resources and examples we have attached to the files.  

Remember if you interested in opting the Art course in September, we encourage you to make a start on your portfolios as 

soon as possible. Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Spratt and Ms. Evans with any queries regarding the course or work 

set. 

Moving towards A-Level Art & Design – Transition Foundation Project 2020 

Your starting theme is 'LOCKDOWN' - You need to begin by exploring the theme of 'Lockdown' and what this means to you; 
How has it affected you? Your thoughts and feelings? How can you represent this visually? 

We want you to create a visual art journal which reflects aspects of your own life and personality in a practical sketchbook or 

digital sketchbook. Use a combination of drawings, photography and text/words to illustrate the theme of 'Lockdown' using a 

range of materials, techniques and processes. 

Purpose: To develop and refine your observation drawing skills by looking more closely at things around you that you see every 

day, and to explore skills in creating drawings from observation and imagination. 

Foundation Period Task List (May - September 2020) 

· All practical tasks should be annotated and evaluated, linking with artists when possible 

· Ideally, we would like you to purchase an A3 hardback sketchbook to work in, which can be found online but also in stores 

such as ‘The Range’. 

· You can treat the start of the sketchbook almost like a visual diary of what you are experiencing and what is happening globally 

1. “Lockdown” Mind Map – Exploring all aspects and pathways of investigation for the chosen topic. Be very broad, consider 

things such as: scientific terms, global pandemic level, new laws, death/recovery rate, NHS, Key workers, charity work, 

celebrities, what we perceived as important prior and during lockdown, online activities apps, communication, community, 

rainbows, boredom, social distancing, routines, panic buying, mental health, loneliness, cabin fever, spending too much time 

with some people in confined space, home cooking, gloves, masks, arts and crafts, binge watching TV / gaming, Tic-Toc, Food 

shortages, objects from around the home, importance of being outside, exercise, missing people. 

· Make mind-map visual using drawings, photography or second-hand images 

· Annotate and describe your general thoughts on the pandemic as well as your own personal experience. 

2. Experimental Drawing (double page) – Choose an object relating to the topic and experiment in a range of materials and 

techniques (1 minute drawing, 5 minute drawing, 10 minute drawing, 30 minute drawing, left/right hand drawing (opposite to 

what you usually use), continuous line drawing). The idea for this page is for things to not always be perfect or finished and to 

visually shoe the development and refinement that comes with time and patience. Annotate and reflect on your experiments 

once complete. 

3. Still Life Artist Evaluation – Evaluate a minimum of one still life artist, use VCOP sheets to help extend artistic vocabulary. 

Artists: Vanitas Movement – Pieter Claesz, Patrick Caulfield, Frida Kahlo, Paul Cezanne. Conclude by relating back to your own 

practice and practical experiments. 

4. A3 Still Life Drawing – Use pencil tonal shading to create and observational still life drawing. You must choose at least 3 

objects which relate to your chosen topic. Include tonal depth and fine detail into your work. 

5. First – Hand Photography – Initial photography into topic; your photos and topic can be very broad at this point. You could 

separate them into a series of pages with a slightly different theme for each double page, using the countless broad branches 

of investigation with the topics/ideas from mind-map. You will not struggle to get first-hand photography as it is a topic that 

has engulfed our lives and surrounds us. You can use free phone apps to edit your photography before presenting in your book. 

6. Abstract Close – Up (double page) – Focus on a one or several close-up sections from either your still-life drawing or 

photography. Use a range of diverse and experimental materials (that you have access to at home) such as: coloured pencil 

(warm/cold), biro, oil pastel, watercolour paint and charcoal. 

7. Experimentation Artist Evaluation – Evaluate the work of an artist who works in the same material/s or technique/s you have 

used. Use the VCOP sheet to help extend artistic vocabulary. Conclude by relating back to your own practice and practical 

experiments. 
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8. Broad Ongoing Development of portfolio / sketchbook: Between now and September create double pages of research, 

images, experimentations based around each of the branches from your original mind map. Looking at each one in more depth 

and possibly ‘Title’ each section. This could also include an element of a diary process of your own personal experiences of the 

pandemic. 

              BTEC Sport 

In the ‘Year 11 BTEC Sport’ and ‘Year 11 PE’ Teams there is a channel called ‘Transition to BTEC Level 3 Sport’. Please look in 

‘Files’ for all resources. Please read through the course content on page 15 of the specification – Pearson BTEC Level 3 

Diploma in Sport (Development, Coaching and Fitness). 

 

All the units we study are also in the ‘BTEC Level 3 Sport Resources’ folder. Please have a look at the individual units to 

familiarise yourself to the specific topics. More resources will be added throughout the summer. 

 

If you wish to be added to the Team or have any questions, please contact the PE Department via Teams. 

                  Business / Economics 

Welcome to Economics!  

If you are reading this, you are likely to be considering studying economics at 6th form or degree level, or may be are just a 

little curious about the world around you and want to learn more. This guide is designed to take you beyond the specification 

to explore economics in the real world and how it affects our daily decisions. There is a range of different areas to consider 

across a selection of different media available that we hope you will enjoy. If there is something you come across that isn’t on 

the list please let us know and we can share it with others.  

Books:   

Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner- Probably the most popular book amongst economic students. It 

explores the economics behind a variety of different questions that nobody has thought to ask!  

The Undercover Economist by Tim Harford- This book does an excellent job of explaining real life, relatable scenarios that we 

might often take for granted.  

The Armchair Economist by Steven E. Landsburg- This is a similar concept to the previous two books but does a fantastic job of 

explaining the logic behind everyday economic decisions rather than just the facts.  

23 Things They Don’t Tell You About Capitalism by Ha-Joon Chang- Offers an insight into our current economic system and 

debunks some of the myths surrounding it  

Who Runs Britain?: And Who’s to Blame for the Economic Mess We’re in by Robert Peston- This book was based around the 

financial crisis and is a great insight into the role of economic agents during the crisis.   

50 Economics Ideas: You Really Need to Know by Edmund Conway- More of a theoretical book but does a good job of 

explaining some of the main concepts that we will be studying over the next few years.  

Almighty Dollar by Dharshini David- follows the journey of a single $ to show how the global economy works  

Grave New World by Stephen King- Former head of Economics at HSBC looks at the fracturing global economy  

Inequality by Anthony Atkinson – offers a fascinating insight into one of the most important economic/political issues of the 

age  
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Age of Discovery: Navigating the Risks and Rewards of Our New Renaissance by Ian Goldin & Chris Kutarna- Now is humanity's 

best moment. And our most fragile. Global health, wealth and education are booming. Scientific discovery is flourishing. But 

the same forces that make big gains possible for some of us deliver big losses to others-and tangle us together in ways that 

make everyone vulnerable.  

News Media:  

•  BBC News • Channel 4 News  

• The Economist • The Financial Times  

Documentaries/TV Programmes  

- Panorama (BBC/iPlayer) – there are lots of programmes to watch here with a focus around economics, such as ‘How to Save 

the High Street’, ‘Cashing in on the Housing Crisis’ and ‘Amazon: What They Know About Us’ - News Night/Question Time 

(BBC) – current affairs, politics and economics all rolled in to one. Two different formats, but both offer a good debate of 

current economic issues both nationally and globally.  - Top Documentary Films- Short films about different economic 

issues/current affairs https://topdocumentaryfilms.com/category/economics/ - Inside Europe: Ten Years of Turmoil- Europe's 

presidents and prime ministers take us behind closed doors to reveal how, in crisis after crisis, they fought to preserve their 

union - Michael Portillo's Great Euro Crisis- Michael Portillo visits Germany, Europe's economic powerhouse, and debt-

stricken Greece. Is this the moment the Eurozone becomes more united, or will it be pulled apart? - The Bank That Almost 

Broke Britain- The extraordinary story of how a small Scottish bank grew to become the biggest in the world before collapsing 

and triggering the largest financial bail-out in British history  

Films  

- Black Diamond – certainly not for the faint-hearted, the film explores the diamond trade in Sierra Leone amid civil war in the 

1990’s. - A Beautiful Mind – a dramatization of the life of brilliant mathematician, John Nash, whose principles of governing 

dynamics (or Game Theory) are still relevant today when two parties are involved in interdependent decision making.  - The 

Big Short – a comedy-drama film telling the story of the 2007/8 financial crisis.  (You could also look at ‘Inside Job’  or ‘Too Big 

to Fail’  which are based on the same topic but examine this from different viewpoints).   

Podcasts  

- https://freakonomics.com/archive/ - from the authors of the hugely popular series of books. Each week, Freakonomics Radio 

speaks with Nobel laureates and provocateurs, intellectuals and entrepreneurs. - 

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/economics-in-ten/id1450116373 - this comes highly recommended for explaining 

economics in a simple but enjoyable way, it covers the way economics relates to everything from Christmas to the 

Coronavirus.  - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads More or Less from Radio 4 goes behind 

the statistics to look at the economic issues within society. Led by the Undercover Economist himself, Tim Harford  

- https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00494vv/episodes/player ‘The Crash’ focuses on different aspects of the UK financial 

crisis  

Social Media  

- Econplusdal- very active on Twitter and Youtube to explain economic concepts and is very good at keeping up to date with 

current affairs - Kamal Ahmed- BBC’s Economic Correspondent  - Robert Peston- ITV’s Political Correspondent - 

economicsuk.com/blog- EconomicsUK is the personal website of David Smith, the Economics Editor of The Sunday Times, 

London. His easy to understand writing and clearly defined causes and consequences makes this an accessible blog for 

beginners. - Institute of Economic Affairs Blog- ‘Our mission is to improve understanding of the fundamental institutions of a 

free society by analysing and expounding the role of markets in solving economic and social problems.’ - Tutor2u (on twitter)- 

Lots of help with content work and applying current affairs to the spec.  

https://topdocumentaryfilms.com/category/economics/
https://freakonomics.com/archive/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/economics-in-ten/id1450116373
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00494vv/episodes/player
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 TED talks:  

There are a variety of different TED talks that would be a good watch. The playlists on ‘emerging markets’ and ‘world 

economics’ are interesting (accessed via: https://www.ted.com/playlists/browse?topics=economics) but you can also search 

for development economics or behavioural economics amongst others for some good material.   

Economics Lectures:  

The Royal Economics Society was set up to promote the study of the subject. Every year, prestigious speakers present at the 

‘Annual Public Lecture’ aimed at A Level students. The back catalogue of lectures can be accessed from:  

https://www.res.org.uk/education/annual-public-lecture.html.   

The IFS undertakes research on a wide range of areas and their findings influence government policy in the UK. These lectures 

are aimed at undergraduates studying economics, but should be useful for students interested in these topics. 

https://www.ifs.org.uk/tools_and_resources/public_economics_lectures  

Business Wider Reading List  

This reading list has been put together to help you develop your interests in the wider world of Business as well as preparing 

you for A Level and University.  One of the best ways to stand out during your Sixth Form studies is through the amount of 

independent study you undertake outside of the classroom. Regardless of your future plans, the ability to extend yourself and 

research independently into your interests is an invaluable skill.  There are a range of resources listed including books, 

podcasts, websites and social media accounts to offer you variety!  

  

Books:   

How I Made It: 40 Successful Entrepreneurs Reveal How They Made Millions - Rachel Bridge An essential read for anyone that 

is thinking about starting their own business. Successful Entrepreneurs are interviewed about how the spotted a gap in a 

market, and developed a USP.  

  

The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference - Malcolm Gladwell A very readable and fascinating book, 

which investigates the reason’s products become market leaders.  

  

The Google Story - David A. Vise An interesting investigation into the culture at Google, includes insights into the four-day 

working week and soft management styles.  Are these the things that made Google the world’s number one search engine?  

  

Quiet leadership – Carlo Ancelotti Carlo Ancelotti is one of the greatest managers of all time, with five Champions League 

titles to his name.  Yet, this approach could not be further from the aggressive theatricals favoured by many of his rivals.  His 

understated leadership style has earned him the fierce loyalty of players like David Beckham and Cristiano Ronaldo.  

  

The Toyota Way: 14 Management Principles from the World's Greatest Manufacturer - Jeffrey Liker  This book covers 

Japanese Management Techniques such as Kaizen and TQM that you will study in Unit 2 Operations Management.  

  

https://www.ted.com/playlists/browse?topics=economics
https://www.res.org.uk/education/annual-public-lecture.html
https://www.ifs.org.uk/tools_and_resources/public_economics_lectures
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Business Stripped Bare: Adventures of a Global Entrepreneur - Sir Richard Branson The autobiography of Britain’s most 

famous entrepreneur.  

  

Shoe Dog: A memoir by the Creator of NIKE – Phil Knight Shoe Dog is a memoir by Nike co-founder Phil Knight.  The memoir 

chronicles the history of Nike from its early struggles to its evolution into one of the worlds most recognised and profitable 

companies.   

  

Lean in: Women, Work and the Will to lead – Nell Scovell and Sheryl Sandberg Sheryl Sandberg is chief operating officer of 

Facebook draws on her own experiences of working in some of the world’s most successful businesses.   

  

The Intelligent Investor - Benjamin Graham The classic book on stock market investment, as recommended by Warren Buffet.  

  

No Logo - Naomi Klein Klein investigates the negative side to marketing and globalisation.  

  

Strong Woman: The Truth About Getting To The Top - Karren Brady An inspiring and real look at work life, Karen Brady defies 

convention as a directional business women in a male industry.  This is the truth about how she does it, her drive and her 

skills – it offers brilliant advice on how you can do it too.   

  

Amazon: How the World's Most Relentless Retailer Will Continue to Revolutionize Commerce – Natalie Berg and Miyah 

Knights What is the secret to Amazon's success? What does the e-commerce giant have in store for the future? Explore the 

disruptive new retail strategies of the world's most relentless retailer and gain valuable lessons that can be applied to any 

business in the e-commerce sector.  

  

Jo Malone: My Story  Jo Malone is the inspirational British businesswoman responsible for creating her globally renowned 

beauty business.  

  

Podcasts:   

TED Talks Business – Some of the worlds greatest innovators, entrepreneurs and business researchers share their stories and 

insights from the stage at TED conferences.    

Business Daily (BBC) – The daily drama of money and work from the BBC – useful to stay up to date with the latest business 

news.  

The World of Business – Insights into the business world – featuring content from BBC Radio 4’s In Business programme.  

Episodes are released weekly and cover a range of issues, particularly businesses approach to climate change.  

Business Wars – Netflix v HBO, Nike v Adidas – Business is war!  Sometimes the prize is your wallet or your attention.  

Sometimes its just the fun of beating the other.  The outcomes of these battles shapes what we buy and how we live.  

Business Wars gives you the real story of what drives these companies and their leaders to new heights or to ruin.  
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How I Built My Small Business – Stories of how entrepreneurs have built their small business; the entreprenurs offers its 

listeners an in-depth insight into the strategies they implemented to grow their business.  The businesses vary greatly, 

however you will recognise some such as Smokehouse and Soapbox.   

How I Built This with Guy Raz – Guy delves into the stories of some of the world’s best known companies.  He provides 

listeners with insight into the lives and stories of some of the most popular business leaders behind leading companies in a 

number of industries.   

The Diary of a CEO  - 27 year old Steven Bartlett is CEO of one of the UK’s fastest growing companies – Social Chain.  Each 

week he gives you an insight into what it is like behind the scenes of being an entrepreneur.   

TV Programmes / documentaries:  

▪ Dragons Den – BBC Two ▪ M&S v Waitrose: Which Is Better Value? – Channel 5 ▪ Aldi v Lidl: Supermarket Wars – Channel 5 ▪ 

British Airways 24/7: Access All Areas – Channel 5 ▪ Inside Asda: Bigger, Better Cheaper? – Channel 5 ▪ Inside DHL: The World’s 

Biggest Delivery Company – Channel 5 ▪ Inside Tesco: Britain’s Biggest Supermarket – Channel 5 ▪ Inside Harrods: The World’s 

Most Famous Department Store – Channel 5 ▪ Inside Nandos: A Peri-Peri Big Success Story – Channel 5 ▪ Inside Cadbury – 

Channel 5 ▪ Premier Inn: Britain’s Biggest Budget Hotel – Channel 5 ▪ Ryanair: Britain’s Most Hated Airline – Channel 5 ▪ 

Secrets of McDonalds: 100 Billion Dollar Burger – Channel 5 ▪ Secrets of the Kellogg’s Factory – Channel 5 ▪ Sports Direct: 

Secrets Of The Mega Sports Factory – Channel 5 ▪ World’s Most Luxurious Cars/Homes/Hotels/Trains – Channel 5 ▪ Heathrow: 

Britain’s Busiest Airport – ITV ▪ Martin Lewis Money Show – ITV ▪ Made in Britain – ITV ▪ Panorama: Amazon: What They Know 

About Us – BBC ▪ Panorama: How To Save The High Street – BBC ▪ Panorama: Can We Trust Huawei - BBC ▪ Question Time – 

BBC  

  

▪ @Businessinsider ▪ @Simplepolitics  ▪ @Businessweek ▪ @Bloombergbusiness ▪ @cnnbusiness ▪ 

@businessinsiderintelligence  

  

▪ @BusinessDesk  ▪ @BBCBusiness ▪ @Businessinwales ▪ @ReutersBiz ▪ @HarvardBiz ▪ @Forbes ▪ @telebusiness ▪ @ftbized  

▪ The Social Network ▪ The Big Short ▪ Moneyball  ▪ The Intern ▪ Wall Street ▪ Inside Job ▪ A Beautiful Mind ▪ Enron – The 

Smartest Guys In The Room ▪ The Founder (Story behind the growth of McDonalds)  

  

▪ https://www.tutor2u.net/business ▪ https://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/business-studies ▪ 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/en/qualifications/business-as-alevel/#tab_overview ▪ 

https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx? subId=4&lvlId=1 ▪ https://businesscasestudies.co.uk/ ▪ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business ▪ https://www.theguardian.com/uk/business ▪ 

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/business/ ▪ https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLp8BSCLLWBUCT 
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                     Computer Science  

A Team has been set up for pupils who opted to take the AS Level Computer Science course - if anyone else is 

interested in the course, please get in touch and you will be added to the Team. 

 

In the Files section of the Team there is a list of some very interesting reading and digital resources related to 

Computer Science that will help you to prepare for the course. The AS and A level specification can also be found 

there and includes a detailed breakdown of the course. There is both a written examination (Unit 1) developing the 

theory topics introduced at GCSE and an on-screen examination (Unit 2) developing the practical programming skills 

introduced at GCSE. 

 

It would be very useful to revise some of the key topics we studied at GCSE before the course starts - use the WJEC 

GCSE textbook you were given before we broke up. Topics to particularly focus on include 

 CPU architecture and secondary storage devices  

 Networks 

 Number systems (denary, binary and hexadecimal) including conversion and binary addition 

 Logical operations and truth tables (AND, OR. NOT, XOR) 

Also, don’t forget to keep practicing your practical programming skills. You will be using Visual Basic in Year 12, 

building on the skills developed using Python and Greenfoot at GCSE. 

Sign-in to the Team and check out the course specification and resources list – more resources will be added in the 

coming weeks. Good luck! 

                French  

Work on the grammar booklet issued when we broke up. You will need a thorough understanding of grammar next year. 

Continue to read in French: GCSE higher reading papers are good for this but also try to read authentic articles that you can 

find online about topics that interest you. 

Continue to write in French: GCSE questions, using all your transferable phrases. Why not write to one another in French or 

send me messages on TEAMS all in French? 

Practise Speaking by learning songs, reading aloud, looking at GCSE questions. 

Practise Listening by watching films/series in French or by completing GCSE questions regularly.  

Of course, I am happy to assist with anything you need so don’t be afraid to be in touch and to send me work for marking, 

particularly writing or translations. 

Bonne chance! 

 

                     Geography  

 A ‘Transition to AS Geography' was set up a few weeks ago with the names of those who indicated that they may want 

to take Geography in the Sixth Form. If you wish to be added to the team or have any questions, please contact the 

Department via a Teams chat. 

There are three documents in the files section, the first is an overview of the AS course complete with some background 

reading ideas, weblinks and a you-tube link. There are also two ‘Geo-files’ which introduce some of the ‘Specialised 

Concepts’ which provide a basis for much of the ‘A’ level course. 

More useful links will be added through the Summer to help you prepare for the start of your journey. See you soon! 
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                     History 

In the ‘Year 11 History’ team, there is a channel called ‘Transition to A-Level' - here you will find preparatory reading for Year 

12. The reading for Unit 1 will provide you with context of the Tudor period and the reading for Unit 2 will refresh your 

knowledge of Weimar Germany. There is also a document called “History transition to Year 12”, which has lists of 

documentaries, TV/films and podcasts for both units. These are suggested ideas and we would recommend that you pick and 

choose some of the things to watch, look at, and listen to in order to get a flavour for the topics we will be covering. Any 

queries, please send a message on Teams. Enjoy!  

 

                         Health and Social Care  

In the ‘Year 11 (Transition to A-level) team’ and within the Class Materials folder are 4 theory booklets which you should read 

through and highlight the main points. You can create mind maps, research grids, booklets if that helps. The theory booklets 

will provide you with the background knowledge which puts you in a good position to start the A-level. Enjoy! 

Please send me a message on TEAMS if you have taken A-level H&SC and I’ll add you to the team.    

                   ICT  

A Team has been set up for pupils who opted to take the AS ICT course - if anyone else is interested in the course, 

please get in touch and you will be added to the Team. 

 

In the Files section of the Team there is a list of some very interesting reading and digital resources related to ICT that 

will help you to prepare for the course. The AS and A level specification can also be found there and includes a 

detailed breakdown of the course. There is both a written examination (Unit 1) developing the theory topics 

introduced at GCSE and a coursework project (Unit 2) developing the practical software skills introduced at GCSE. 

 

It would be very useful to revise some of the key topics studied at GCSE before the course starts - use the revision 

slideshows for Unit 1 and Unit 3 that are in the Files section of the Year 11 ICT Team. Topics to focus on for now 

include 

 Data, information and knowledge  

 ICT in schools 

 ICT in home entertainment 

 E-commerce/online shopping 

Also, don’t forget to practice your practical software skills. For the Year 12 coursework project, you will be using all of 

the Office applications (Word, Publisher, PowerPoint, Access and Excel) and some multi-media applications (Movie 

Maker, Audacity and Serif Draw), building on the skills developed at GCSE. 

Sign-in to the Team and check out the course specification and resources list – more resources will be added in the 

coming weeks. Good luck! 
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                                                         Music/Drama/Performing Arts 

All the pupils I know who expressed an interest in AS Music, BTEC Music, BTEC Performing Arts and BTEC Production Arts have 

been added to a Year 12 Performing Arts Transition Team.  If you are considering taking one of these subjects and would like 

to be added to the team please let me know.  Resources have been uploaded into this team to develop your skills in your 

chosen area.   

Musicians 

There are lists of listening material and exercises to complete, as well as tips on keeping up your performance skills and 

tracking your progress.  You will also need to keep working on compositions using Noteflight.   

Performing Arts 

‘The Healthy Performer’ assignment brief has been uploaded which asks you to research how the body works and design a 

fitness programme.   

Production Art 

The ‘Period Props’ assignment brief has been uploaded which asks you to research the medieval period and make 5 props 

suitable for use in a ‘Horrible Histories’ style workshop.   

 
Media Studies 

Welcome future Media Studies students!   

 In Y12 we will be concentrating on studying Music Videos, Advertising, Film and online News/Social Media.  As this is a new 

subject to you, the best thing to do is to familiarise yourself with some of the basic surrounding the core ideas of Genre, 

Representation, Audience and Narrative. 

The resource we use a lot is Youtube.  Check out The Media Insider, he provides short, fun and informative videos that explain 

the basic concepts and theories. He can be found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGXfqzVEZr0XaZLWG3_HniA 

I recommend all his content but take a look at his “Start Here” playlist, which explains what Media Studies is and gives you 

six short clips that really give you the basics.  

After I would recommend that you follow these links: 

 BBC Bitesize Media Transition to Y12:https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=3192  

 Image & Analysis Exploring Media Texts: https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=20&lvlId=2 

 Advertising and Marketing: https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=657 

 Representation: https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=2362 

These will give you a strong foundation and are interactive.  Follow the links and have a go.  Media studies is a fun subject 

that will give you the skills to navigate our world. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGXfqzVEZr0XaZLWG3_HniA
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=3192
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=20&lvlId=2
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=657
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=2362
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Physical Education 

In the ‘Year 11 PE’ Teams there is a channel called ‘Transition to A Level PE’’. Please look in ‘Files’ for all resources. Please have 

a look at the specification to familiarise yourself with the course. 

 

Please read through the following overview chapters in ‘Files’ - 

 

Chapter 1 Overview of Exercise Physiology, Performance Analysis & Training 

 

Chapter 2 Overview of Sports Psychology 

 

Chapter 3 Overview of Skill Acquistion 

 

Chapter 4 Overview of Sport & Society 

 

More resources will be added throughout the summer. 

 

If you wish to be added to the Team or have any questions, please contact the PE Department via Teams. 

 

         Religious Studies  

In the Year 11 ‘RS Transition Teams’ based on the pupils signed up for AS RS in September (if you have decided to take the 

subject since then let me know and I will add you to the RS Year 11 transition TEAM) there will be power points on the AS 

course that you can start to read through.  

 

Try to start with the ‘Introduction to Ethics’ power point which introduces you to the ethical theories (Natural Law\Ethical 

Egoism\Virtue Ethics\Divine Command Theory\Situation Ethics\Utilitarianism) that we study in the Ethics unit and then go on 

to the ‘Situation Ethics’ power points. When you have finished you can move onto the Natural Law resources on TEAMS. 

The WJEC AS ‘Introduction to Ethics and Philosophy’ textbook is the main textbook we use in class that you can start to read 

through in preparation for September. Also go on to the WJEC website for resources on the AS course. 

 

As well as studying ‘Ethics and Philosophy’ we also study the unit ‘Judaism’. Those of you who have done GCSE would have 

studied some aspects of Judaism already. You will not be at a disadvantage if you didn’t do GCSE RS. 

We study the following units: 

1. Religious figures and sacred texts (Abraham, Moses, covenant, Torah)  

2. Religious concepts (the nature of God, The Shema prayer, meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about life after death).  

3. Religious life (mitzvot, prayer, charity, key moral principles).  

4. Religious practices that shape identity (The Synagogue, Festivals: Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur). 

 

On the ‘RS Transition’ TEAM I will post some recommended websites as well as the WJEC website that you can start 

researching some of the topics you are unfamiliar with and further revise the topics you are familiar with.  Also added will be a 

list of films/series you could watch to enhance your knowledge of Jewish teachings and practices. You could purchase the 

WJEC/EDUQAS RS FOR YR1/AS JUDAISM textbook by Helen Gwynne-Kinsey which is available on Amazon or directly from the 

publishers – illuminate publishing. This is the main textbook we use in class. If you have any questions, feel free to send me a 

message on TEAMS – Miss Simpson.   
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        Welsh  

  

Croeso Blwyddyn 11! 

A Team has been set up for pupils who opted to take the AS Welsh course (Year 11 Transition Team)- if anyone else is 

interested in the course, please get in touch and you will be added to the Team. 

From the beginning of the school closure work has been set regularly on the Year 11 Welsh team . Most of the work has been 

from the Collins WJEC GCSE guide.  You will need a thorough understanding of grammar next year, therefore it is important 

that you keep working through the revision guide. 

However, I feel that it is now time to commence the Year 12 course. 

 

1.Watch the film 'Patagonia' on youtube - this is a film with Matthew Rhys, Matthew Gravelle and Duffy - and it's in 3 

languages. 

2. Research the following to help with the film - history of Patagonia, Falklands Island war, History of Capel Celyn/Tryweryn. 

 

If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me through Teams. Cymerwch ofal a chadw’n ddiogel pawb. 

Stay safe all. 

 
 

                       Welsh Baccalaureate (Skills Challenge) 

CHALLENGE BRIEF 

Bridgend County Borough Council is inviting young people to a conference to give their viewpoint on poverty. Before the 

event each student in Year 11 is being asked to write a report in preparation for sharing their ideas.  

Each student is also being asked to decide on the best way to raise awareness of poverty as a global issue.   

PREPARATION 

Research the topic thoroughly before you start the task outlined below. You should look for 4-6 sources of information from 

reliable and up-to-date websites. Read through your sources and use a highlighter pen to identify any PESTLE factors you find 

(see below).  

 

TASK 

 1. Develop and present a written Personal Standpoint on poverty including: 

 facts, factors, differing opinions and viewpoints linking to the topic of poverty.. 

 consideration of the credibility of sources used – reliable, useful, relevant, up to date (RURU). 

 relevant factors – political, economic, social, technological, legal and environmental (PESTLE). 

*Wordcount of Personal Standpoint - 800-1,000 words. 

 

 

  


