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This booklet contains information on the courses available for study during Years 10 & 11 at 

Bryntirion Comprehensive School. 

 

Detailed advice to parents and students will be available at the Year 9 Options Evening to be 

held on Thursday, 15th February 2018 at 5.30 p.m.  Prior to the start of the Options Evening 

an opportunity will exist at 5.00 p.m. (and repeated at 6.00 p.m.) in the Senior Hall for parents 

to receive an overview of the range of courses available for study at Key Stage 4 and I urge 

you to take full advantage of this opportunity.  Please do not hesitate to ask, or encourage 

your child to enquire, about what a course demands as decisions made during Year 9 will     

affect the educational opportunities open to them in the future and could influence their career 

prospects. 

 

During the evening subject teachers and Careers Advisors will be available to offer advice and 

discuss courses. 

 

Option choice forms should be returned on Thursday, 1st  March 2018. 

 

Should you require further clarification please do not hesitate to contact the school. In         

conclusion, I wish all students and parents success in exercising a wise choice of courses to 

be studied at Bryntirion in Years 10 & 11. 

    
 

 

 

 

Headteacher 

FOREWORD 
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SHORT LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED THROUGHOUT THE BOOKLET 

 

G.C.S.E.    GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY     

     EDUCATION 

 

 

AS     ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY QUALIFICATION 

     (one year course for Years 12 and 13) 

 

 

A LEVEL    ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATION 

      

 

A.Q.A.    ASSESSMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS ALLIANCE 

 

 

EDEXCEL   EDEXCEL FOUNDATION 

 

 

OCR     OXFORD CAMBRIDGE AND RSA EXAMINATIONS 

 

 

W.J.E.C.    WELSH JOINT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 

 

BTEC    BUSINESS AND TECHNICIAN EDUCATION COUNCIL 

ABBREVIATIONS 
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A. WHO CHOOSES? 
 
Basically YOU choose your subjects for Years 10 and 11.  To help you choose sensibly you will 
be helped by your parents, teachers and friends.  The Careers Service is also available to help 
you. 
 
B. WHY CHOOSE NOW? 
 
Every day of your life you are choosing things to suit your personal needs, such as what to 
wear or what to do after school.  These are everyday decisions, which you can take without  
giving the matter much thought, but soon you will have some very special choosing to do.  For 
many of you this means choosing subjects which will, in one way or another, affect the choice 
of your future career at 16 or later. 
 
There are good reasons why you have to choose now - 
 
¶ There is so much to know about the world that no-one can be an expert in everything; 
¶ Your skills, talents and interests are beginning to show - you need more time to develop 
         these further; 
¶ Some careers need particular subjects and now is the time to include them in your subject 

choice.  However do not narrow your choices too far. A broad range of subjects is          
essential for every career so keep your options open as long as possible. 

 
TAKE CARE!  Do not confine your efforts to those subjects which you believe now to be 
of importance to your career interests. 
 
TAKE HEART!  Do not be too worried at this stage if you do not know what you want to 
do or be. 
 
C. HOW TO CHOOSE 
 
You will need to know about :- 
¶ your own interests, abilities and hopes for the future; 
¶ your own strengths and weaknesses; 
¶ subjects and examinations; 
¶ how your choice could affect your future. 
 
You may not even be aware that you are coming to decisions about your future.  Here are 
some important things that will affect your career choice over the next few years: 

¶ the subjects you choose; 

¶ the talks you attend; 

¶ the guidance given by the School and the Careers Officer; 

¶ the ideas from parents, teachers, friends and relatives; 

¶ the qualifications you get. 
 
You will need to think about groups of careers first, rather than individual jobs.  REMEMBER 
THAT your choice of career or job should be gradual rather than instant, and you do not 
have to commit yourself at this stage. 
 
D. WHEN TO CHOOSE 
 
The date for the final return of your option form is printed on the form.  We hope this will mean 
that you have been able to make the choices you would like.  It may become evident by the end 
of the term that you have made a mistake and that one of the subjects you have chosen is       
really too difficult for you.  If you contact Mr Beard (Assistant Headteacher) or Mr Mahoney 
(Head of Year) it may be possible to alter your option choices.  We must stress, however, that 
this would depend on the availability of places in your new choice of subjects. 
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 E. GET TO KNOW YOURSELF ï AND YOUR POTENTIAL 
 
What kind of person are you?  This is never an easy question to answer, but itôs worth thinking 
about.  The kind of person you are can affect your choice of school subjects and the type of work 
you might be interested in.  For many jobs, what you are like as a person is as important as  
qualifications. 
 
REMEMBER! 
 
Everybody is different, so there is no right or wrong answer to the question ñWhat kind of person 
are you?ò  We all change in time.  Other peopleôs views of what kind of person you are may be 
different from your own. 
 
The more you know about yourself, what you like or dislike, the easier it will be to make           
decisions about the type of work or training which will interest you. 
 
Consult your subject teachers.  They will give you an honest assessment of your ability in the 
subject.  Some of the subjects offered will be new to you; others will be different from your     
previous experience of them.  In this booklet is a guide to courses which will give you some idea 
of the work involved in each subject in Years 10 and 11.  You will certainly find out more by   
asking staff who teach you now. 
 
F. SUBJECTS  
 
There are certain subjects which are essential for all pupils and are COMPULSORY for all      
pupils.  This is your core curriculum. 
 
The core curriculum for Year 10 will include English, Mathematics, Science, Welsh, Religious 
Education, Personal & Social Health Education (including Sex Education).  Following a change 
in government policy all pupils will now also study the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification.  This   
is the equivalent of one GCSE. 
 
You are able to add to this core curriculum either by choosing extra subjects or by adding to the 
basic provision to take those subjects to full G.C.S.E. examination level.  You are required to 
make your choices on THE OPTIONS FORM. 
 
You and your parents will be invited to school to meet the Headteacher, Senior Members of Staff 
and Subject Tutors to discuss your choice of subjects and to return your completed option form. 
 
G. THE OPTIONS 
 
The school strongly believes that all pupils have the opportunity to receive a broad, relevant,     
differentiated and balanced curriculum within the parameters of age and ability. 
 
The options available at Bryntirion for Year 10 are included with this booklet.  To help you make 
the final choice, the following members of staff are available to advise you:- 
 Subject Tutors     Assistant Headteachers 
 Subject Leaders    Deputy Headteachers 
 Form Tutors     Headteacher 
 Head of Year  
 
H. EXAMINATIONS AHEAD! 
 
At the end of Year 11 all pupils will be entered for the General Certificate of Secondary           
Education (G.C.S.E).  
 
Controlled assessment forms an essential part of the G.C.S.E. examination.  Regular attendance 
and a commitment to the completion of all controlled assessment tasks are essential if pupils are 
to gain maximum benefits from their chosen courses of study. 
 
A very important aspect of the G.C.S.E. is that whilst final examinations are crucial, not every-
thing will depend on them.  Over the period of the two-year course you will be judged on the 
work you do in class and at home - in both practical and theory work.  To gain worthwhile  
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success in the final examinations, you must work hard and consistently throughout Years 10 
and 11.  You must understand that the G.C.S.E. is a two-year course commitment requiring   
attendance at all designated lessons.  Of course, a poor record of attendance is bound to affect 
your progress, but, more importantly, because of the continuous assessment element, it will 
have a direct effect on your final G.C.S.E. results. 
 
Those of you who choose a practical subject to study may be involved in an extra commitment 
over and above the normal basic requirements. 
 
I. WHICH WAY? 
 
The choices you make now could have a long-lasting effect.  They not only concern your school 
subjects for the next two years, but your life beyond school. 
At 16+ you could - 

¶  remain at school for further study; 

¶  enter full time education at College; 

¶  combine your studies between school and college; 

¶  enter full time employment;  

¶  enter full time training. 
 
The decision you make now could have far-reaching effects - for example, by dropping one vital 
subject, you might close the door to a particular career for which you are otherwise well suited. 
 

REMEMBER!  
YOU MUST WORK HARD TO GIVE YOURSELF  

AS WIDE A CHOICE AS POSSIBLE. 
 

END OF YEAR ELEVEN 
 

J. CAREERS ADVICE  
 
The School, along with Careers Wales, aims to introduce you to the world of work and to give 
you an idea of the wide variety of jobs that exist.  They will also:- 
ǐ help you to develop an assessment of yourself so that you gain REALISTIC                                       
 ambitions for the future; 
ǐ provide you with exact information necessary for good decision making; 
ǐ help you with the mechanics of subject-choice, job application, college and university 
         entrance; 
ǐ give you a personal guidance with regard to your choice of subjects, courses and careers; 
ǐ keep a close link with local employers; 
ǐ provide references for entry into employment and further education. 
 
There are no formal lessons time-tabled in Year 9 for careers advice but the opportunity will be 
taken during PSE lessons, Year Assemblies and at other times, to outline the work of the        
Careers Service and to consider subject choices.  You will be encouraged to seek individual 
guidance from various sources including the School Careers Advisor, Careers Wales Online, 
Teachers and Parents. 

BRYNTIRION OR OR OR 

YEAR 12 

AS/A LEVELS 

L1, L2, L3 VOCATIONAL 

COURSES 

COLLEGE OF      

FURTHER              

EDUCATION 

EMPLOYMENT/

TRAINING 

SCHOOL & COLLEGE 

BRIDGEND 14-19 LEARNING 

PARTNERSHIP 

AS/A LEVELS; L1, L2, L3  
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 At the beginning of Year 10 you will begin a careers course to be followed over two years, when 
you will be made aware of the decisions you will have to face. 
 
Finally, you and your parents are welcome to call at the Careers Office for further help and  
guidance.  Appointments can be made through the Careers Officer at the school.  
  
K. INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
How do people choose a career? 
 
For the majority of people the choice of a career is a long, and often painful process which takes 
place over a period of years.  While a few people know from a very early age what their future 
jobs will be, such people are very much in the minority. 
 
Many experts believe that there are three stages in the process of choosing an occupation:- 
 
¶ the early period of FANTASY choice - job ideas frequently mentioned during this time in-

clude ñfootballerò, ñpop starò and ñ jet pilotò. 
¶ the period of TENTATIVE choice - based mainly on interests or favourite school subjects, 

with little research into the qualities or qualifications that may be required; 
¶ the period of REALISTIC choice - when ideas are explored and put to the test in the real 

world. 
 
It is important, therefore, that when choices have to be made in Year 9 they are made in such a 
way as to leave open as many doors for as long as possible. 
 
It should not be a matter of too much concern if, when interviewed at school by a careers  
teacher or careers officer, your son/daughter does not have definite ideas for a career.  This is 
especially true if they plan to continue in full-time education.  However, they do need to be 
aware that, in choosing particular subjects or courses, they may be closing the door on certain 
jobs. 
 
At the end of the day the final choice of a job or career will be a balance between a personôs  
interests, abilities, values and the opportunities available. 
 
Influences on Young People 
 
¶ Parents have the strongest influence on a childôs choice of occupation and so your 

role is a vital one. 

¶ School should be the second most important influence. 

¶ Peers have a definite influence which sometimes can be negative or harmful. 

¶ The Media should not be underestimated, especially the influence of television and     
magazines. 

¶ The Careers Service exists to help and advise young people [and their parents!]  
You are welcome to contact the Careers Service at any time via your nearest Careers 
Centre. 

 
Your child may have abilities and qualities, which cannot be assessed by examinations, but 
please, ensure that your child is making the most of his/her opportunities. 
 
How Can Parents Help? 
 
¶ Your childôs regular attendance at school is essential for progress to be made. 

¶ Give the best available facilities for homework. 

¶ Keep an open mind about your childôs future educational and vocational plans. 

¶ Talk regularly to your child about schoolwork and encourage hard work as  much as      
possible. 

¶ Praise success. 

¶ Show an interest in your childôs life - at school and outside. 

¶ Equal Opportunities. 
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Bryntirion Comprehensive School aims to help each student realise his/her potential.  To 
achieve this aim the school offers equal opportunities to all students in all aspects of school life, 
promoting equal opportunities and social justice. 
 
External Examinations 
 
All students will be entered for external examinations except in special circumstances when the 
school and parents agree that it is against the best interests of the student concerned. 
 
Data Protection Act 
 
Information about pupils is kept on computer files.  This is only used for school purposes.  This 
information is kept in compliance with the County Regulations and the Data Protection Act. 
 
L. GUIDE TO COURSES 
 
The following pages include information, which will give you some idea of the courses that have 
been offered to Years 10 and 11 in the past. 
 
It may be that not every subject described will be available to you because each year it will    
depend on the availability of resources and the demand shown by the pupils. 
 
Each subject area obviously has to set a limit on class size, but this will be done strictly on merit 
and ability of the pupils concerned.  This is why you must make sure that you work as hard as 
you can in Year 9 in all subjects.  There will be occasions when some pupils will be directed to 
certain subject options because their chosen subject group is full. 
 
 
 

Booklet information correct at the time of publication. 
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Page Subject 

12 GCSE Art and Photography 

13 Level 2 Award in Art & Design 

14 GCSE Business 

15 GCSE Catering & Hospitality 

16 GCSE Computer Science 

17 GCSE Cymraeg 

19 Vocational Engineering 

21 GCSE French 

22 GCSE Geography 

23 GCSE Health & Social Care  

25 GCSE History 

26 GCSE Information & Communication Technology 

27 GCSE Music (Fast Track) 

28 Vocational Performing Arts 

29 GCSE Physical Education 

30 GCSE Product Design 

32 GCSE Religious Studies 

34 GCSE Science and Double Science 

35 Level 2 Leadership Through Sport 

36 GCSE Textiles 

38 Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification 

COURSE INFORMATION INDEX 
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ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 
Art in year 10 is part of a two year course.  It is designed to develop further the basic artistic 
skills learnt during previous years.  Pupils are encouraged to extend their perception and            
experience of art and design using a variety of artistic media and to develop their literacy skills 
through contextual studies. 
                    
The department uses the WJEC GCSE specification.  The course is designed for candidates of 
all abilities and assessed on the pupilôs art, craft and design work produced for their portfolio 
and a terminal examination.  The course covers areas such as fine art, photography, graphics, 
textiles, ICT, three dimensional studies and critical studies.  Pupils are encouraged to explore 
and experiment, expressing and evaluating in a response to sensory awareness of the world. 
 
Controlled Unit 1 - Portfolio - 60 %  
Externally Set Assignment - Sustained Focus - 40% 
The examination is an externally set task or starting point, allowing 
for a period of research and preparation and a 10 hour practical 
examination. 
 
Pupils study artists, designers and craft workers including Welsh 
examples evident in the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, or 
Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea.  We also take a trip in Year 10 
to London or Bristol to develop research skills. 
 
Following successful completion of the GCSE course, studentsô 
progress to AS and A Level and are advised to apply for an Art 
Foundation Course, leading to career possibilities in Fine Art,      
Photography, Illustration, Graphic Design, Film and Television,   
Architecture, Animation, Jewellery Design, Fashion, Sportswear 
Design, etc. 
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This is a vocational course which is equivalent to 1 GCSE  
(A* - C). 
This qualification provides pupils with: 
¶ an understanding of how organisations in the art 

and design industry operate 
¶ the key skills required to work in the industry 
¶ the key concepts and principles related to the world 

of art and design 
 
Within this course there are two forms of assessment: 
¶ Internal Assessment ï teacher led assessment in 

the form of assignments. This accounts for 75% of 
the qualification. 

¶ External Assessment ï pupils will need to develop a 
portfolio of work leading to a ten hour practical      
examination. 

 
To achieve Level 2 award pupils must complete five  
mandatory units and the external examination.  
 
The units delivered are:- 

BTEC FIRSTS - LEVEL 2 AWARD IN 

ART & DESIGN (EDEXCEL) 

Unit  Assessment GLH 

1 Specialist Pathways In Art & Design Internal 30 

2 Creative Project in Art & Design (Exam) External 30 

3 Communicating Ideas in 2D Internal 30 

4 Communicating Ideas in 3D Internal 30 

5 Developing an Art & Design Portfolio Internal 30 

6 Investigating Contextual References in Art & Design Internal 30 
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BUSINESS 

GCSE Business is a new qualification from 2017, replacing the previous qualifications of 
GCSE Business Studies and GCSE Applied Business. 
 
The subject content enables learners to apply their knowledge and understanding to different 
business contexts, including businesses ranging from small enterprises to large multinationals 
and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts.  Learners are required to       
develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business behaviour.  Learners 
will gain an understanding of the important role played by these business organisations in the 
economy of Wales and the rest of the UK.  
 
Learners will be expected to be familiar with current issues in business and develop an               
understanding of the dynamics of business activity and consider data which relates to the 
Welsh business environment.  Learners will investigate the real business world to develop an 
understanding of contemporary business opportunities and issues.  
 
Learners are expected to apply their knowledge and understanding of the subject content to 
business decision-making, including:  
¶ the interdependent nature of business activity, influences on business, business            

operations, finance, marketing and human resources; and how these interdependencies 
underpin business decision making  

¶ how different business contexts affect business decisions  

¶ the use and limitation of quantitative and qualitative data in making business decisions  
 
The content is presented in six clear and distinct topic areas:  
1. Business activity  
2. Influences on business  
3. Business operations  
4. Finance  
5. Marketing  
6. Human resources  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The subject content for GCSE Business will be assessed across two examination papers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Both units assess content from all six topic areas, so learners will be required to draw together 
knowledge, skills and understanding from across the subject content in each assessment. 

UNIT 1: BUSINESS IN WORLD UNIT UNIT 2: BUSINESS PERCEPTIONS 

Written Examination - 2 hours 

62.5% of Qualification 

Total Marks: 100 

Written Examination - 1 hours 30 mins 

37.5% of Qualification 

Total Marks: 60 
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CATERING & HOSPITALITY 
This course is designed to give pupils an introduction to the catering and hospitality industry.   
It will concentrate on the main areas of food production and service, both theoretically and 
practically.  Developing practical skills and theory knowledge are both very important elements 
of the course.  The course includes demonstrations to add interest and motivate pupils. 
 
Pupils choosing this course should have a good level of practical and theory skills, good       
attendance and a good attitude towards homework.  A keen interest in the theory of catering 
and knowledge of food is essential for pupils to benefit fully from this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Controlled Assignment 

UNIT 1 

Pupils will propose a new hospitality and catering provision for a specific location.  They will 
then apply their learning in relation to front of house and kitchen operations to determine  
how the proposed hospitality and catering provision will operate to meet the needs of their            
potential market, they will also research and plan a menu for the proposed hospitality            
provision.  This includes a 4 hour practical examination. 
 
CONTROLLED TASK - 15 HOURS 

UNIT 2 

Pupils apply their learning to safely prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes.  Pupils will 
learn all aspects of food preparation, legislation, hygiene and also the nutritional aspects of 
diet and food intolerances and special diets.  Pupils will learn about menu planning and job 
roles in the industry.  There is a 90 minute external written examination at the end of the 
course. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Computer Science develops valuable programming and computational thinking skills, which are 
increasingly relevant to a wide variety of jobs. Employers want workers with an understanding of 
rigorous principles that can be applied to changing technologies. 
    
There is opportunity for candidates to apply and consolidate their knowledge of computer      
programming by carrying out practical tasks that will develop their capacity for innovative     
thinking, creativity and independence. They will develop the skills of design and evaluation,   
and they will test and problem-solve when errors occur in both their own systems and those     
of others. 
 
The WJEC GCSE in Computer Science encourages learners to:  
¶ understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,      

including; abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation 
¶ analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such 

problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs to do so  
¶ think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  
¶ understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with 

one another and with other systems  
¶ understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society  
¶ apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science. 
 
    

Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

This unit investigates hardware, logical operations, communication, data           
representation and data types, operating systems, principles of programming,  
software engineering, program construction, security and data management and 

the impacts of digital technology on wider society. 

Unit 2: Computational Thinking and Programming 

On-screen examination: 2 hours (30% of the qualification) 

This unit investigates problem solving, algorithms and programming constructs, 
programming languages, data structures and data types and security and           

authentication. 

Unit 3: Software Development 

Non-exam assessment: 20 hours (20% of qualification) 

This unit requires learners to produce a programmed solution to a problem. They 
must analyse the problem, design a solution to the problem, develop a final         
programmed solution, test the solution and give suggestions for further                           

development of the solution. 
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CYMRAEG 
The GCSE Welsh qualification consists of four units:- 

 
 
 
 
 

The context for learning the language is organized under three broad themes:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All pupils will be assessed as follows:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 1 & 2  Non-examination speaking and listening assessments 

UNIT 3 & 4  Reading and writing examinations 

1. EMPLOYMENT 

2. WALES AND THE WORLD 

3. YOUTH 

ORACY 50% 

WRITING 25% 

READING 25% 

EISTEDDFOD 2017 
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CYMRAEG 
Welsh is a growing, dynamic language, which 
is increasingly required by employers.  Under 
the Welsh Language Act, local authorities 
have to provide services through the medium 
of Welsh.  This increased demand for              
bilingualism has opened up exciting careers in 
many fields, including commerce, tourism, 
journalism and the media. 
 
The main aim of the course is to enable the 
pupils to communicate through the medium of 
Welsh.  This is achieved by giving the pupils 
first-hand experience of the language by        
visiting the Urdd Centres at Llangrannog and 
Glan Llyn to  participate in the many and     
varied activities which the Urdd provides.        
As a department, we have a 100% pass rate  
at GCSE A*-G grade. 
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VOCATIONAL ENGINEERING 

Engineers can have a major impact on industry and society. The achievements they have 
made have improved the quality of everyday life, from the buildings we live and work in to the 
transport we use to get around and how we enjoy our leisure time. Engineers are able to find 
solutions to problems, whether it is adapting or combining materials used to produce a product 
to make it withstand severe weather conditions or fixing materials in a different way to make 
something more portable. Problem solving is critical to working in engineering. Finding           
solutions to problems to ensure a product is fit for purpose involves:  
  
¶ learning about materials  
¶ design processes  
¶ engineering processes 
¶ safe use of tools and equipment 
¶ maths that engineers use.  
 
WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Engineering is  
designed to mainly support learners in 
schools and colleges who want to learn about 
engineering from the design and  
planning perspective.  It provides learners 
with a broad introduction to the engineering sector and the types of career opportunities    
available.  It is mainly suitable as a foundation for further study.  This further study could       
provide learners with the awareness of the work of different types of job roles in the sector 
such as design engineers, civil engineers, technicians and mechanical engineers.  As a result, 
they may wish to start an apprenticeship or continue with their studies into higher education in 
order to pursue those job roles.   
 
The successful completion of this qualification, together with other equivalent qualifications, 
such as maths and sciences, could provide the learner with opportunities to access a range of 
qualifications including GCE, apprenticeships, vocationally related and occupational            
qualifications.  These include: 
 
¶ GCEs in Physics or D and T 
¶ Diplomas in Engineering  
¶ Apprenticeships in Engineering. 
 
There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification.  It is likely to be studied by 14-16 
year olds in schools alongside GCSEs.   
 
The qualification structure is: 
 

WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Engineering 

Unit 
number 

Unit title Assessment GLH 

1 Engineering design Internal 30 

2 Producing engineering products Internal 60 

3 Solving engineering problems External 30 
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VOCATIONAL ENGINEERING 

WJEC Level 1/2 Awards in Engineering offer a learning experience that focuses learning for  
14-16 year olds through applied learning, i.e. acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and   
understanding through purposeful tasks set in sector or subject contexts that have many of the 
characteristics of real work.  
 
The qualification is built from discrete units, but allows for both synoptic learning and                  
assessment.  Each unit has an applied purpose which acts as a focus for the learning in the 
unit. The applied purpose is the vehicle through which the learning contained in the unit is 
made relevant and purposeful. It is also the means by which learners are enthused, engaged 
and motivated to study engineering. The applied purpose provides the opportunity for authentic 
work related learning, but more than this, it will require learners to consider how the use and 
application of their learning impacts on individuals, employers, society and the environment. 
The applied purpose will also enable learners to learn in such a way that they develop: 
 
¶ skills required for independent learning and development  
¶ a range of generic and transferable skills 
¶ the ability to solve problems 
¶ the skills of project based research, development and presentation 
¶ the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a professional              

environment 
¶ the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts. 
 
The qualifications have been devised around the concept of a óplan, do, reviewô approach to 
learning where learners are introduced to a context for learning, review previous learning to 
plan activities, carry out activities and review outcomes and learning.  This approach mirrors 
engineering production and design processes and also provides for learning in a range of      
contexts thus enabling learners to apply and extend their learning.  As such, the qualification 
provides learners with a broad appreciation of work in engineering related industries and wider 
opportunities for progression into further education, employment or training. 
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FRENCH 
The  French Department is following the WJEC Specification for GCSE at KS4. The                
qualification is made up of four units: 
 
Unit 1 - Spoken Non-Exam Assessment 
Unit 2 - Listening Examination 
Unit 3 - Reading Examination 
Unit 4 - Written Examination 
 
The context for learning the language is organised under three broad themes: 
 
1. Identity and Culture 
2. Wales and the World - Areas of Interest 
3. Current and Future Study and Employment 
 
 
 

 
 
Students who opt for GCSE 
French have the opportunity to 
take part in the Exchange             
programme with Villenave      
DôOrnon (near Bordeaux).                
The exchange is an extremely         
valuable experience.  It has been 
in place for more than 10 years 
and it never fails to motivate our         
students with their learning of 
French.  It also gives them an    
exclusive insight into the French       

culture, as they are fully immersed in a French family for a week.  Strong links are created and 
many of our students and French partners maintain their friendship long after the visit.                 
A ñonce in a lifetime experience!ò, to quote one of our studentsé                       
 
The course provides challenges and a sense of achievement and gives students very useful and 
practical life-long skills.  Allez-y! 

FRENCH 

EXCHANGE 

VISIT  
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GEOGRAPHY 
The WJEC Specification is divided into two broad units and a coursework element:- 
 
Component 1 - consists of two core modules and one option topic 
Pupils will study Welsh landscapes with reference to rivers and flooding, rural and urban 
change and either coats or tectonics. 
Component 2 - consists of two core modules and one option topic 
Pupils will focus on environmental and development issues, particularly weather and climate, 
climate change, ecosystems, development and resource issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The course is assessed by three examinations of which 
two are taken at the end of Year 11 and the third is 
based upon two pieces of fieldwork completed at the 
end of Year 10.  The fieldwork is usually completed as 
a residential study undertaken in Pembrokeshire as this 
allows for a range of experiences and time to complete 
the fieldwork notebook.  The fieldwork is assessed by 
internal examination rather than project or portfolio. 

The course offers an excellent         
foundation for those going onto 
higher education in the Arts or     
Sciences whilst also providing a 
sound examination course for all 
those interested in global issues, 
including the environmental impacts 
of human activities. 

Geography develops a    
variety of transferable skills 
relevant to University or 
the world of work.  
Throughout the course,  
pupils are given                     
opportunities to refine their 
skills in ICT, numeracy and 
communication.              
The course is challenging 
and thought provoking, but     
interesting and topical. 


