
 

 

 

 

January 22 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

RE:  WJEC GCSE, AS and A level 2021 

I have previously written to you with information from Qualifications Wales and the Minister for 

Education in order to explain the revised plans for awarding GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in 

2021 and can now provide you with the latest update.   

Students undertaking GCSE, AS and A levels approved by Qualifications Wales will have their 

qualifications awarded through a Centre Determined Grade model. This means that grades will 

be determined by their school based on an assessment of the students’ work.  

Qualifications Wales will work with the WJEC, supported by the Design and Delivery Advisory Group 

(DDAG), to provide an Assessment Framework which we will use to develop our own existing 

assessment plans. These plans will demonstrate sufficient coverage of key concepts to allow 

students to progress over the remaining months of this academic year, and provide detail with which 

we will determine a student’s grade. These assessment plans will be quality assured by the WJEC 

and may include a range of evidence, such as completed or partially completed NEAs (non-

examined assessments), classroom and homework assessments and WJEC adapted past papers 

(to be published shortly). This list is not exhaustive and we will receive further guidance on this soon 

from Qualifications Wales and WJEC 

Once we have completed our internal quality assurance, the Centre Determined Grade will be 

submitted to the WJEC. Students can appeal to the school if they are unhappy with their grade, or 

to the WJEC if they are unhappy with the process that we have followed in determining their grades.  

Students in Year 12 will be awarded an AS grade that is Centre Determined. This will recognise the 

hard work and learning that they have undertaken this year, provide for progression into the A-level 

course of study and support UCAS applications, but will not contribute to the final A-level award in 

2022.  

This Centre Determined Grade approach puts trust in teachers’ commitment to prioritise teaching 

and learning in the time available and our knowledge of the quality of our students’ work. Teaching 

the core content and aspects of each course is a clear priority for students in exam years. We are 

committed to supporting our students to progress with certainty into their next steps, with confidence 

in the grades they have been awarded.  

We therefore encourage all students to engage fully in the home learning programmes 

provided by their teachers. 

We have held online assemblies for all pupils in years 12 and 13 today and will hold similar 

assemblies for years 10 and 11 early next week. Our aim is to provide further information about next 

steps and clarity in terms of expectation. We will also prepare information videos and materials to 

inform parents about all features of the school’s assessment planning and the framework within 

which students’ grades will be determined this year. 

 



 

We know that this continues to be such an anxious time for everyone. However, we are also very 

pleased that the responsibility for determining grades now rests with the professional judgement of 

teachers. I am fully confident that we will all work in a spirit of partnership and support to enable our 

students to receive the grades they deserve. 

Thank you once again for your patience and support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

RK Pawar - Headteacher 

  

 

 


