
   

 

HISTORY (GCSE) 

 

GCSE History is a four unit course through which pupils have the opportunity to study aspects 
of the past in depth and in breadth. It also allows pupils to study history in a variety of geo-
graphical contexts: Britain, including from a Welsh perspective, and wider world settings. 
 
Unit 1 - Study in Depth - Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-1951 
The unit covers the main features of life in the Depression, of war on the Home Front and of 
post-war Wales and England. Topics include the causes of the Depression and life during it, 
the causes of the Second World War, life during wartime and keeping up morale during the 
war, life after the war and the rebuilding of Britain after 1945. 
 
Unit 2 - Study in Depth - The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910-1929 
The unit covers the main problems and challenges facing American society during the period, 
as well as the development of American culture. Topics include immigration, religion and race, 
crime and corruption, economic boom and bust, popular entertainment and the role of women. 
 
Unit 3 – Thematic Study – Changes in Crime & Punishment, c.1500 – present day 
This unit focuses thematically on the main trends in the history of crime and punishment in 
Britain from 1500 to present day. It covers the causes and natures of crimes, enforcing law 
and order, methods of combatting crime, attitudes to and methods of punishment. This unit   
also includes a case study of the growth of crime in industrial Merthyr in the 19

th
 century. 

 
Unit 4 - Working as an Historian 
This is a non-examination assessment and will involve the completion of two separate tasks, 
one with a focus on source evaluation and one on different historical interpretations of history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Examination 
Unit 1 = 1 hour exam - 25% 
Unit 2 = 1 hour exam - 25% 
Unit 3 = 1 hour 15 mins exam - 30% 
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HISTORY - ENTRY PATHWAY 

 

The History Department is excited to now be offering an Entry Pathway qualification. This 
course is designed to be inclusive and accessible, so there is flexibility within the course to 
make it most appropriate for our learners. 
 
A British society in the past 
The unit covers key features that affected people’s lives in Britain in the past, focusing on        
Britain and the Second World War, 1939–1945. Topics include evacuation and rationing, 
coping with the Blitz, the role of women during the war, and keeping up morale. 
 
A non-British society in the past 
The unit covers key features that affected people’s lives in the past, focusing on the USA in 
the 1920s. Topics include features of immigration and racial intolerance, features of 
prohibition and the gangsters, economic boom and bust, and popular culture. 
 
Historical change over time 
The unit concentrates on the process of historical development over time, focusing on the 
changes in crime and punishment. It covers how causes of crime, methods of policing, 
and methods of punishment have changed from the 18

th
century to the 20

th
 century. 

 
People and protest 
The unit concentrates on the reasons why people sometimes resort to protest, the different 
methods used to protest, and whether protest is ever successful. Topics include the Civil 
Rights in the USA and Apartheid in South Africa; however, could be subject to change. 
 
Looking at your history 
The unit investigates an historical issue of local importance. Possible topics will be discussed 
with learners and so the focus of study will reflect the interests of learners. 
 
There are no examinations for the Entry Pathway. All units are internally assessed and          
externally moderated. 


