
 

 

 
    7th February 2022 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
RE: OPTIONS PROCESS 2022 
 
As you will be aware, pupils in Bryntirion commence key stage 4 study in Year 9. In spite of 
the disruption caused by COVID-19 it is still our intention to allow pupils to nominate some of 
the subjects that they hope to study this September. As a school we feel it is more important 
than ever to allow pupils to choose subjects that now reflect their clear strengths and 
interests, but also their career aspiration too. It is our intention that Year 9 will provide the 
opportunity for pupils to consolidate, catch up and recover any lost learning in the subjects in 
which they have a keen interest without the unnecessary burden of continuing with subjects 
they no longer wish to study. We hope the Year 9 year will aid transition and provide a solid 
foundation and bedrock of skills to successfully take them into GCSE study. 
 
In order to maximise the experience in their current curriculum however, the options process 
itself will not commence until March this year. At that point we will begin discussions with 
both pupils and parents in order to optimise their chosen pathway in readiness for 
September.  
 
There will a number of events held in the spring term to maximise pupil and parental 
understanding in order that an informed choice can be made. Initially pupils will complete a 
survey to provide an early indication of their choices. This will help inform planning and allow 
construction of the option blocks to optimise student choice.   
 
Pupils will receive a series of presentations and talks from subject leaders, Careers Wales 
as well as other external providers to assist them with their decisions. This information will 
supplement and compliment that which will be provided to you in the Key Stage 4 Options 
Booklet. This will be issued around the same time. 
  
Following on from this Year 8 pupils and parents will be invited to attend an Options Event 
commencing Monday, 14th March 2022. In those subjects that are part of the options system, 
teachers will be available to outline the nature of the courses and their expectations too. 
Whether this is a virtual options evening or in person will very much depend upon the 
circumstances at the time.  
 
The school is now in the process of carefully planning out the coming months so we can best 
support and guide pupils to make the right decisions on what they would like to study this 
September. I will write to you again in the coming weeks with further information. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr J Beard 
Deputy Headteacher 
 

 


