
 

 

 

 

Our reference – Y11 Assessment Planning 1 

March 11th 2021 
 
Dear Parent and Carer 
 
As we prepare to welcome students in examination groups back  to school from Monday 15th 
March on a full time basis, we would like to provide some initial information on steps we will be 
taking in relation to ‘Centre Determined Grades’. In preparing our approach to this, we have 
received guidance from Qualifications Wales and WJEC, and there is further information to follow 
from these organisations over the next few weeks. 
 
The Centred Determined Grade, whilst holistic in nature, needs to be underpinned by sufficient 
evidence of demonstrated attainment by learners, which must include a summative aspect. For 
clarity, the Centre Determined Grades are not: 
 

 awarded to show potential 

 based on teacher prediction 

 similar to last year’s Centre Assessed Grades 
 
A - Centre Assessment Policy 
 
Currently, all schools are preparing a ‘Centre Assessment Policy’ which explains all elements of 
the assessment process to be followed. The purpose of the policy is to: 
 

 ensure that Centre Determined Grades (CDG) are conducted fairly, consistently, free from 
bias and effectively within and across departments and maintained throughout the process 

 ensure that the operation of effective processes with clear guidelines and support for staff 
 ensure that all staff involved in the processes clearly understand their roles and 

responsibilities 
 support teachers to take evidence‐based decisions in line with Qualification Wales 

requirements 
 achieve a high standard of internal quality assurance in the allocation of CDGs 
 ensure the centre meets its obligations in relation to equality and disability legislation 
 ensure we meet all requirements set out in the Special Regulatory Conditions, Joint Council 

for Qualifications and Awarding Organisation instructions for Summer 2021 qualifications. 
 
The school will submit its policy to the WJEC for the purpose of quality assurance and will be able 
to share it with all stakeholders, including parents, after Easter following feedback. 
 
B - Subject Assessment plans 
 
Subject Teams are also preparing the assessment and delivery plans we will use to determine 
grades in all subjects. It is our intention to share these with you before Easter. These plans will 
show the processes through which individual subjects will select evidence to support the final 
‘determination’ of grades.  
 
In general terms, these plans will include the main assessments used to capture learning: 
 
 



 

NEA – Non Examination Assessment. 
 
These exist in many qualifications to support progression. As existing deadlines and restrictions on 
NEAs have been removed, these have been ongoing in some subjects throughout the course. In 
other subjects, NEAs will continue to be part of the assessment process yet to come. 
 
Adapted Past Papers 
 
WJEC will release these adapted past papers with schools before Easter, and they will be used as 
part of the ‘on-site’ evidence gathering during the summer term. Schools, pupils and teachers are 
familiar with the questions and approaches in these past papers.  Adapted past papers are not 
examinations. They will be undertaken in the classroom but under controlled, supervised 
conditions. They may be sat as whole papers, parts of papers or as a series of questions taken 
from papers.  
 
Please note that we will not be conducting any summative assessments (other than NEAs 
which are ongoing) before Easter. Any assessments (other than NEAs) undertaken in class 
before Easter will be formative, used to support teaching and learning, and will not be part 
of the process for determining final grades. 
 
Students will be informed in advance where evidence gathering in subjects will lead to assessment 
used for the purpose of determining grades. 
 
Other assessments 

Assessments undertaken prior to the publication of assessment plans before Easter, including 
those taken during Year 10 and in the Autumn Term, may be used as ‘subsidiary’ information in 
order to ‘confirm’ an overall judgement. 
 
C - Key timelines and links 
 
The WJEC and Qualifications Wales have recently published some timelines and deadlines for the 
benefit of schools and learners. We will organise our overarching assessment plans around these 
deadlines: 
 

Event Date 

Your school or college will tell you how you will be assessed and graded 
for your qualification 

By Easter 

You will receive your provisional Centre Determined Grades and you will 
have the opportunity to ask for your grades to be reviewed. Your school will 
explain the process they will use and tell you the outcome of any review. 

In June 

Your school will submit the provisional Centre Determined Grades to 
WJEC. 

By July 2nd 

AS and A level Results Day 10th August 

You will have the opportunity to appeal your AS or/and A level result to 
WJEC 

10th  August to 7th 
September 

GCSE Results Day 12th August 

You will have the opportunity to appeal your GCSE result to WJEC 24th August to 21st 
September 

 
 

 

 



 

The following are links to key information released to date from QW/WJEC. 

https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/information-for-learners/ 

https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/guidance-documents/ 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/assessments-2021-get-the-support-you-need/ 

 
D – Communication with parents 
 
We understand that the ‘Centre Determined Grade’ is an entirely new process for teachers and 
pupils. We will therefore wish to communicate our approaches as clearly and openly as possible 
with you. We intend to prepare brief information videos for parents and pupils in the week 
commencing March 22nd to explain this process in more detail. We will also hold a virtual 
parents’ information evening on Thursday 25th March at which we will explain our 
assessment plans for the period after Easter. This will be via an online platform and we will 
share further information with you regarding this parents’ information evening in the next few days. 
 
We are looking forward with great pleasure to the return to school of all pupils in Year 11 on 
Monday. This period before Easter will help to reintegrate them into the routine of school life and 
spend valuable time with their teachers. We will use it to support them in preparing for these 
assessment processes which have to take place during the summer term.  
 
Please be assured that we are very mindful of the incredibly challenging circumstances our pupils 
are faced with and will do all we can to help them and support them throughout. 
 
With my very best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

RK Pawar    
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